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WHNT-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAM LISTS 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST SIGNIFICANT 

TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

Second Quarter 2012 

April 1, 2012 thru June 30, 2012 

 

                        LOCALLY-PRODUCED NEWS PROGRAMMING                                                     

 

 
All above programs are locally produced programs presenting a mix of news, weather, sports, morning 

traffic and issue-related feature stories and segments.   

 

WHNT NEWS 19 Early Morning is morning news and weather a half-hour earlier, anchored by Steve 

Johnson and Michelle Stark, along with meteorologist Ben Smith. This early AM decision is a trend that’s 

sweeping the country and now the Tennessee Valley. 

 

WHNT News 19 This Morning, with Anchors Steve Johnson and Michelle Stark, Meteorologist Ben 

Smith, and morning traffic by Robert Reeves.  Saturday and Sunday morning shows are anchored by David 

Kumbroch with meteorologist Jennifer Watson. They bring news, weather and traffic Monday-Friday with 

concerns most important to viewers in the Huntsville/Florence/Decatur DMA. Topics include education, 

race, economy, crime, road construction updates, politics, government and health.   

 

WHNT News 19 at Noon is a half-hour program Monday-Friday anchored by Carrie Marchese, Michelle 

Stark, and Steve Johnson with meteorologists Ben Smith and Brandon Chambers. Included in the program 

are many interviews with local area elected officials, government and civic leaders. Topics such as 

education, race, economy, crime, politics, government and health are often discussed.  The duration of 

interviews is usually 5-7 minutes.  WHNT has teamed up with the Better Business Bureau and does a 

segment every Tuesday interviewing Michele Mason from the BBB.   

 

Program Day Time 

   

WHNT News Early Morning 

WHNT News 19 This Morning 

Monday-Friday 4:30 am 

5:00-7:00 am 

WHNT News 19 @ Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 5 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 6 Monday-Friday 6:00-6:30 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 6:30 Monday-Friday  6:30-7:00 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 9   Monday-Friday, Sun 9:00-9:30 pm on 19.2 

WHNT News 19 @10 Monday-Sunday 10:00-10:35 pm 

WHNT News 19 This Morning  Saturday 6:00-8:30 am 

WHNT News 19 @ 5p Saturday 5:00-5:30 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 6p Saturday 6:00-6:30 pm 

WHNT News 19 @ 6a Sunday 6:00-6:30 am 

WHNT News 19 This Morning Sunday 7:00-8:00 am 

WHNT News 19 @ 5:30p                                 Sunday 5:30-6:00 pm 



 

 

 

WHNT News 19 at 5 & 6 (Sundays at 5:30) each lasts half an hour and covers the day’s news.  Anchors 

include Elise Morgan, Clarissa Stephens, Greg Screws and Lee Marshall and Meteorologists Jason 

Simpson and Ben Smith. Weekend anchors are Carson Clark, Beth Jett and meteorologist Brandon 

Chambers. They bring the news, sports, weather and traffic Monday-Friday with concerns that are most 

important to viewers in the Huntsville/Florence/Decatur DMA. Topics include education, race, economy, 

crime, road construction updates, politics, government and health. 

 

WHNT News 19 at 6:30 is a nightly newscast that lasts 30 minutes Monday-Friday. Anchors include Lee 

Marshall and Jerry Hayes and Meteorologist Jason Simpson.  This newscast began after the April 27
th

 

tornadoes tore through the Tennessee Valley.  It turned out to be a historic outbreak of a long-track of super 

cell tornadoes that at the end of the day left more than 250 people dead in the state of Alabama and many 

more injured.  The tornadoes did millions of dollars in damage to homes, businesses, schools and churches.  

Out of the aftermath of the storms, a new daily 6:30pm newscast was born.  Initially, the newscast focused 

solely on “After the Storm” coverage.  That newscast continues to be produced, but now also features other 

news of local, state and regional significance.   

 

WHNT News 19 at 9 is nightly news that lasts 30 minutes.  Monday-Friday Anchors include Clarissa 

Stephens, Greg Screws and Meteorologist Jason Simpson. Sunday anchors include Carson Clark, Beth Jett 

and Meteorologist Brandon Chambers.  This newscast is designed to give the Tennessee Valley viewers an 

option to watch local news at a time period that is more conducive to working families.  The newscast has 

features that are unique, such as no wait weather.  Each night, we select a current news topic and take a 

closer look at details not generally revealed in other evening newscasts.  The segment is interactive and 

viewers can chime in with their opinion and thoughts on a variety of subjects. 

 

WHNT News 19 at 10 is nightly news that lasts approximately 35 minutes.  Monday through Friday 

Anchors include Elise Morgan, Jerry Hayes and Meteorologist Jason Simpson.  Weekend Anchors include 

Carson Clark, Beth Jett and Meteorologist Brandon Chambers.  They bring news, weather and sports with 

concerns that are most important to viewers in the Huntsville/Florence/Decatur DMA. Topics include 

education, race, economy, crime, road construction updates, politics, government and health. 

 

 

 

Quarterly FCC Report 

2nd Quarter 2012 

 

Taking Action to Get You a Job – April/May/June 

We continued our monthly “TAGJ” project in the 2
nd

 quarter.  In our morning newscast and our 5pm 

newscast, we showcase job openings in the Tennessee Valley.  We also post the job openings on our 

website, whnt.com.   

 

Memon on the Run – April 13 

On this date, news broke that teenage murder suspect and his mother, Safia, were fugitives from justice.  

Authorities determined that the two were on the run and their whereabouts unknown.  A postal carrier had 

notified law enforcement that he delivered a package from the Pakistan Embassy which later turned out to 

contain a passport.  The two were on the run.  They were located later that night at a bus station in Dallas.  

Our station led the way in breaking the news in our market. 

 

Launch of Valleywx.com – April 16 

On this day, we launched a new micro-website focused on weather and weather issues in the Tennessee 

Valley.  WHNT NEWS 19 meteorologists write and oversee the content.  The goal is to provide Tennessee 

Valley viewers with more in-depth forecasts, coverage of climate issues, etc.  

 

Taking Action for the United Way – April 20 



 

The United Way of Madison County announced that it was $500k short of its annual fundraising goals.  

Leaders said that if they didn’t raise the money, many critical community services would lose support.  

WHNT NEWS 19 stepped in to “take action” and offered to host a daylong fundraising blitz drive.  From 

5am-7pm, we staffed a phonebank of volunteers to accept donations and pledges for the United Way.  We 

aired stories showcasing various United Way funded non-profits and the services they provide the 

community.  By the end of the day, we had raised $100k to help ease the shortfall. 

 

 

Secure Your ID Day – April 21 

WHNT NEWS 19 has a partnership with the BBB of north Alabama.  As such we help publicize the BBB’s 

annual “Secure Your ID” day.  This is so that people can bring sensitive documents to a mobile shredding 

machine and get them safely destroyed.  This year, we shredded 42,400 pounds of documents and 106 hard 

drives. 

  

Hands On Truck Event – April 21 

We participated in Sci-Quest’s annual “Hands On Truck” event.  The event brings together all kinds of 

vehicles and puts them on display for children to get behind-the-wheel, climb on, and ask questions about.  

It’s a way to get children intrigued in the career fields behind those “trucks.” Sci-Quest is Huntsville’s 

hands-on science museum.  Our entries were our satellite truck and a mobile weather vehicle.   

 

Primary Runoff – April 24 

The primary runoff was on this day.  We provided election results on screen as well as during our 

newscasts with results, reaction and analysis.  Some of the local races included county commission seats 

and judicial races. 

 

Tornado Anniversary Special – April 25 

Leading up to the one-year anniversary of the most deadly tornado event in Alabama, we produced a 

comprehensive special that covered every community impacted in our area.  Rather than looking back on 

the disaster, we chose to focus on the rebuilding and recovery and spirit of the people in those 

communities.  We also produced a DVD on our coverage before, during and after the disaster.  The 

proceeds of the DVD will go to the Foodbank of North Alabama. 

 

Pot Farm – April 26 

This special report at 10pm revealed an underground game on Facebook called Pot Farm. It’s the counter-

culture equivalent of Farmville.  With more than a million active monthly members it continues to grow in 

popularity.  People can virtually grow their own pot, and even have adventures of getting caught and 

having their crop confiscated by the Pot Farm Police.  Players get rewards through virtual pot seeds.   Some 

critics say it is teaching people how to grow pot.  We discovered that many police and parents weren’t even 

aware of this.  We discussed with them how social media is complicating their drug fight now.  The story 

went viral on our Facebook page and on our website.  In just a few days, it had been shared 9,400 times on 

Facebook.  As of May 1, the video story on whnt.com had been played 7,828 times.   

 

Tornado Anniversary – April 27  

On the one-year anniversary of the deadly tornado outbreak, we covered the many ceremonies of 

remembrance and honor. We also organized a weather radio programming event to help people learn about 

severe weather safety and get life-saving technology. In the evening we held a candlelight vigil in honor of 

those who lost their lives that day. 

 

Am I Pretty? – April 30  

This special report on our morning newscast revealed a disturbing, new trend of young tween & teen girls 

posting videos of themselves on Youtube asking people if they’re ugly, pretty or fat.  We talked to experts 

about the concerns for young girls in our area and what parents/adults should do.  Concerns range from 

destructive behaviors (possibly even suicide) to a fertile ground for pedophiles. 

 

Tornado Myths – May 3  



 

This series of special reports produced by the WHNT NEWS 19 meteorology team busted Tornado Myths. 

They did five 1:15-1:30 segments on things like “should you open your windows before a tornado” and “is 

it safe to seek shelter under an overpass during a tornado.” The reports aired in our morning newscast, 5pm, 

6pm, 6:30pm and 10pm newscasts. 

 

Best Places to Work – May 8 

WHNT NEWS 19 was nominated as one of the “Best Places to Work” in Huntsville.  The area Chamber of 

Commerce hosted a luncheon revealing the top 3 winners in categories based on business size.  Our station 

wasn’t a top-3 finisher.  But, we were honored to be nominated.  We covered the event and revealed the 

winning business on our newscast and on our website, whnt.com. 

 

The White Dress – May 10 

Following the April 27 tornado outbreak, main anchor, Jerry Hayes, interviewed local high school football 

coach Shannon Brown about the death of his daughter, Loryn Brown, in Tuscaloosa.  This is a new twist on 

that story.  One year later, Jerry interviewed Loryn’s mom in T-town. Her mom told Jerry how she found 

comfort in strangers and friends searching through the rubble of Loryn’s apartment to find a white dress 

that Loryn loved.  She didn’t realize at the time that they were searching for a dress that she would end up 

burying her daughter in.  On the anniversary, family and friends planted a magnolia tree at the site in 

Loryn’s memory and other trees in memory of the others who died alongside Loryn that day.  They said the 

magnolia was the perfect reflection of their southern belle. The story aired on the 10pm news on the 

Thursday before Mother’s Day. 

 

Beware of Dog – May 14 

Most people say they feel confident their home is protected because their dog is standing guard.  But when 

their owners are gone, would those dogs step up to the plate and protect their house?   What about when 

you are home? Will Rover make sure an unwelcome intruder sees what his bark is made of?  We put 

several local dogs to the test by working with the K-9 trainer of a local sheriff’s office and wiring the 

homes with multiple cameras.  Most breeds of dogs failed the test.  Only a German Shepherd seemed to 

provide the necessary protection.  The K-9 trainer also provided tips on how to train your dog to better 

protect your property.  The special report aired at 10pm. 

 

HIV Testing & African-Americans – May 16 

Evening anchor, Clarissa McClain, produced a special report at 10pm focused on stigmas associated with 

African Americans getting tested for HIV. The CDC lists this reason as a Prevention Challenge on its 

website: Stigma, fear, discrimination, homophobia, and negative perceptions about HIV testing can also 

place too many African Americans at higher risk.  Many at risk for infection fear stigma more than 

infection and may choose instead to hide their high-risk behavior rather than seek counseling and testing.  

According to the CDC, African Americans are the racial/ethnic group most affected by HIV.  In 2009, 

black women accounted for 30% of the estimated new HIV infections among all blacks. Most (85%) black 

women with HIV acquired HIV through heterosexual sex. Clarissa took viewers through the process of 

getting tested for HIV by allowing cameras to follow her and then revealing the results on air.   

 

International Journalist Visits – May 16  

On this day, we hosted Annika Berge, a print journalist from Sweden.  Annika is a reporter at Råd & Rön, 

the Swedish equivalent to our Consumer Reports magazine.  Before that, she was web editor and reporter 

for Aftonbladet.  She is in Alabama on a fellowship to learn more about consumer reporting in the US. In 

addition to meeting with us, she also met with the BBB of North Alabama and the Huntsville-Madison 

Chamber of Commerce.  From Huntsville, her trip took her to Birmingham where she visited the Civil 

Rights Institute among other places. 

 

Pathways to Success: Rethinking Education in Alabama – May 21 

Our News Director, Denise Vickers, was part of Leadership Huntsville-Madison County Class 26.  The 10-

month program is designed to further engage business leaders in the community, to give them the tools and 

a network to better serve the community.  The class gets sub-divided into small groups and each group 

develops a community project.  Vickers was in the state government small group.  The team decided to 

spotlight the importance of career-technical education to the state as an economic driver.  The group 



 

produced a 30-minute documentary which they debuted at a public forum on May 21 from 6:30-8pm.  The 

forum included a panel discussion of experts from workforce readiness, primary and post-secondary 

education.  They also awarded a one-year scholarship to a local student to attend Calhoun Community 

College. The special aired on WHNT NEWS 19 on May 27 at 11:30am and May 29 at 7pm on WHNT2.   

 

The Loophole – May 27  

At 10pm, we produced a special report exposing a loophole in federal tax law that is costing US taxpayers 

$4 Billion.  In short, illegal immigrants can file taxes and claim family members who are not even in the 

United States as dependents.  Our investigation showed how some illegals are collecting thousands of 

dollars in tax refunds.  

 

Deadly Shooting Auburn – June 9  

In the overnight hours of June 9, a man opened fire on people at an off-campus party in Auburn, Alabama – 

the home of the Auburn University.  Three people died and three others were injured.  Several of the 

victims were current or past football players for Auburn.  The gunman fled the scene which prompted a 

statewide manhunt for several days.  We were on top of the story in those overnight hours and dispatched a 

crew along with our satellite truck in order to provide coverage for our market and network outlets.   

 

Severe Weather Panel – June 13  

Station Manager/News Director, Denise Vickers, and Chief Meteorologist, Jason Simpson, travelled to 

Eufaula, Alabama, to be on a severe weather panel at the State Emergency Management Agency’s summer 

conference.  They along with other broadcasters fielded questions about how to improve warning and 

communication to the public as well as decision-making and station policies/procedures.   

 

Havey Updyke Trial – June 19 

The accused Auburn tree poisoner, Harvey Updyke, was back in a Lee County courtroom on Tuesday, June 

19. Jury selection was getting underway. However, the trial came to an abrupt halt when an Auburn student 

newspaper reporter wrote about an alleged confession. Updyke reportedly confessed to the crime during a 

brief conversation with the reporter. This report prompted a delay in the trial. The judge ruled Updyke 

couldn't receive a fair trial in Lee County. 

The new location hasn't been determined. 

 

Job Fair – June 20 

We participated in a Career Fair at Regency Square Mall in Florence from 10am-2pm.  Dozens of job 

seekers showed up to discuss career opportunities at our station ranging from sales to news, production and 

creative services. 

 

Elizabeth Smart – June 28  

Kidnapping survivor Elizabeth Smart came to Huntsville for a charity luncheon benefitting two non-profits 

- Kids to Love and the National Children’s Advocacy Center.  She brought a message of hope and survival 

to the attendees.  As the media sponsor, WHNT NEWS 19 was able to get an exclusive interview with 

Smart.   

 

Politics & the Media Panel Discussion – June 28  

WHNT NEWS 19 News Director, Denise Vickers, participated in a panel discussion organized by 

Leadership Huntsville-Madison County.  The subject of the panel luncheon was politics and the media.  

Roughly 100 people attended the luncheon.  The other panelists were from the local newspaper and two 

local radio stations.  Questions included: 

--How do you keep your reporting neutral and keep your personal beliefs/biases out of your reporting? 

--How is social media affecting the political scene, both from a campaigning and reporting perspective? 

--Who decides what is "news" and what is not. What are the general parameters for the decision? 

 

Live Alert 19 Launch – June 28 

We debuted the latest weapon in our severe weather arsenal – Live Alert 19.  It’s an app for iPhone, 

Androids and tablets.  It provides live streaming video of our severe weather coverage to those mobile 

devices.  Within the first 5 days, more than 2,000 people had downloaded the free app.  



 

 

Extreme Heat – June 23-June 30  

Starting June 23, north Alabama began experiencing high temperatures over 100 degrees and continued 

through the end of the month and beyond.  Heat advisories were in effect with no relief in sight as the 3
rd

 

quarter began.  At the same time, the area received little to no rainfall.  Several municipalities enacted 

voluntary water restrictions.  The WHNT NEWS 19 news and weather teams produced daily stories 

warning people about the heat dangers and how to keep themselves and their pets safe as well as how the 

lack of rainfall impacted everyone from farmers to families and more.  

 

Kids to Love – Weekly on Mondays 

WHNT NEWS 19 anchor, Lee Marshall, was a foster child.  So, as a successful adult, she created a non-

profit organization called “Kids to Love.”  We continued our weekly franchise focused on adoption issues 

and children who are looking for “forever homes.”  Our commitment also includes promoting a “See Meth, 

Stop Meth” tip line.  Viewers are encouraged to report any incidents of meth-making, especially ones 

where children may be present in the home.  

 

Sketch the Sky – April 10, May 8, June 12 

Typically on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of every month, we host a Sketch the Sky party at Sci-Quest, the local hands-

on science museum. Children whose drawings of the weather were featured on air get to come to the 

museum for a pizza party and a member of our meteorology team broadcasts the weather live for our 5 & 

6pm newscast from the event.  Kids get to ask questions about science and meteorology and are featured on 

the air.  In addition, our News Director, Denise Vickers, also serves on the board of the non-profit museum, 

Sci-Quest. 

 

Weather in the Tennessee Valley Classroom Project - Ongoing  

In the 2
nd

 quarter of 2012, we continued our comprehensive Weather in the Tennessee Valley Classroom 

Project which features a daily weather question and answer in our morning newscast which we call, 

“Weather 101.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CBS Programming  

 
48 HOURS MYSTERY  Saturday   9:00-10:00pm 

This 60-minute CBS program focuses on an in-depth examination of a crime-based mystery. 

 

FACE THE NATION  Sunday   Part 1 - 9:30-10:00am  

       Part 2 – 9:30-10:30 am (WHNT2)  

This 60-minute CBS program hosted by Bob Schieffer airs in two half hour segments on Sundays.  The 

show usually focuses on one key issue that is explored and examined through a series of interviews with 

prominent government officials and experts. 

 

6O MINUTES   Sunday   6:00-7:00 pm    

This 60-minute CBS public affairs program airs on Sundays at 6pm.  The show features investigative 

reporting on controversial issues facing the American public.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

APRIL 2012 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

 

04/01/12 Guests: Vice President Joe Biden (D), Vice President of the United States (1); Newt 

Gingrich, Republican Presidential Candidate, Former Speaker of the House of 

Representatives (2); Representative Ron Paul (R-TX), Republican Presidential Candidate 

(3); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (4); Jan Crawford, CBS News Chief 

Legal Correspondent, CBS News Political Correspondent (4); Kevin Madden, Romney 

Campaign Advisor (4); Gwen Ifill, Moderator, “Washington Week”, Senior 

Correspondent, “PBS NewsHour” (4) 

1) Topics include: the Republican primary process / changes in the Republican Party / 

reaction to criticism from Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney against 

President Obama concerning unemployment, gas prices, health care, and his claim that 

the president is “out of touch”; Mr. Romney’s reaction to President Obama’s unguarded 

moment before the microphone with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev; the issue 

regarding contraception insurance coverage for female employees at religiously affiliated 

institutions; reaction to the case of Robert Bales, the American soldier who left his U.S. 

military base in Afghanistan and went on a shooting spree in two villages / American 

policy regarding troop withdrawal from Afghanistan; acrimonious relationship between 

the Democrats and Republicans 

2) Topics include: reaction to Vice President Biden’s criticism of proposed Republican 

policies to fix rising gasoline prices; reaction to President Obama’s unguarded moment 

before the microphone with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev; the issue of 

contraception insurance coverage for female employees at religiously affiliated 

institutions and what role, if any, it should play in the upcoming election; current state of 

Mr. Gingrich’s campaign for the Republican nomination; commitment to defeat President 

Obama in the upcoming election, even if it means endorsing Mr. Romney, whom he once 

called a liar 

3) Topics include: criticism of President Obama’s policy in Afghanistan; Representative 

Paul’s commitment to staying in the race for the Republican nomination for president; 

lack of desire to form a third political party; disapproval of policies from both the 

Republicans and the Democrats; false rumor that Representative Paul would like to be on 

the ticket with Mr. Romney should he win the nomination / lack of a decision regarding 

whom Representative Paul would support in the upcoming election for president 

4) Topics include: assessments from Ms. Crawford and Ms. Ifill regarding the case before 

the Supreme Court regarding the individual mandate requirement in the health care law, 

requiring all Americans to buy health insurance / potential impact the Supreme Court’s 

decision regarding the health care law will have on both the Republican and Democrats in 

the upcoming campaign for the presidency; Mr. Madden’s defense of Mr. Romney’s 

campaign and belief that eventually, the Republicans will coalesce behind him 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: portions of an interview conducted in 1994, between 

Bob Schieffer and Mitt Romney, when he was running against Senator Ted Kennedy for 

his Senate seat in Massachusetts 

 

 



 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

04/08/12 Guests: Morley Safer, 60 MINUTES Correspondent (1); Cardinal Timothy Dolan, 

Archbishop of New York (2); Richard Land, Southern Baptist Convention (4); Rabbi 

David Wolpe, Sinai Temple, Los Angeles, CA (4); Reverend Luis Cortes Jr., President, 

Esperanza/Hispanic Clergy of Philadelphia (4); Andrew Sullivan, Newsweek (4); Sally 

Quinn, The Washington Post (4) 

1) A report on the life and career of 60 MINUTES correspondent, Mike Wallace, who 

died Saturday evening. 

2) Topics include: current positive state of religion and the Catholic Church in America; 

the current political controversy over President John F. Kennedy’s 1960 speech to the 

Baptist Convention, stressing the importance of a separation between church and state / 

importance of religion in politics; issue regarding contraception insurance coverage for 

female employees at religiously affiliated institutions / belief that religion should not be 

too involved in politics and vice versa; assertion that Republican presidential candidate 

Mitt Romney’s Mormon faith should not deter people from voting for him; his greatest 

challenge as a Catholic leader 

3) Face The Nation Flashback topic: footage of John F. Kennedy’s 1960 speech to the 

Baptist Convention 

4) Topics include: various opinions regarding the value of and meaning behind the 

separation of church and state / Mr. Land’s opinion that America is not a Christian nation 

/ the relationship between Christianity and the two political parties / role of evangelicals 

within the Republican Party / role of religion in politics / Ms. Quinn’s belief that there is 

too much religion in politics; Mr. Land’s thoughts on the campaign of Republican 

presidential candidate Rick Santorum 

5) Google Plus Hangout topic: the positive impact of social media and the Internet on 

religion.  Participants: Sarah Pulliam Bailey (Online Editor, Christianity Today); Jason 

Illian (BookShout.com); Rabbi Laura Baum (Ourjewishcommunity.org); Bobby 

Grunenewald (Lifechurch.tv); and Rabbi Robert Barr (Ourjewishcommunity.org) 

 

04/15/12 Guests: Dean Reynolds, CBS News National Correspondent (1); Norah O’Donnell, CBS 

News Chief White House Correspondent (2) (5); Representative Darrell Issa (R-CA), 

Chairman, House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (2); Senator John 

McCain (R-AZ), Senate Committee on Armed Services (3); Treasury Secretary Timothy 

Geithner (4); Ruth Marcus, Columnist and Editorial Writer, The Washington Post (5); 

Mark Strassmann, CBS News Correspondent (6); Jack Ford, CBS News Legal Analyst 

(6); Toure, TIME magazine (6) Dr. Michael Eric Dyson, Georgetown University (6) 

1) Live update from Witchita, Kansas, on the conditions there and throughout the 

Midwest, after the region was hit by over 120 tornadoes last night. 

2) Topics include: yesterday’s announcement from the Secret Service that it recalled 

eleven of their agents who had been sent to Colombia in advance of President Obama’s 

visit and placed on administrative leave after reports surfaced of a wild party that 

involved prostitutes / assurance that at no time was President Obama in danger during his 

visit to Colombia 

3) Topics include: current situation in Afghanistan, after reports that the American 

Embassy is currently in lockdown; possible American reactions to the problems in Syria; 

North Korea’s decision to test-fire an intercontinental missile this week, which exploded 

after takeoff; importance of the women’s vote in the upcoming election 

4) Topics include: reaction to criticism from Republican presidential candidate Mitt 

Romney against President Obama’s economic policies and their supposed impact on 

women / speculation that the unemployment rate will be lower by election day / criticism 

from Republicans and independent analysts against President Obama’s proposal of the 

Buffett rule, which calls on anybody who makes over a million dollars a year to pay at 

least thirty percent in income taxes 

5) Topics include: controversy surrounding comments from Hilary Rosen, who criticized 

Mitt Romney for using his wife Ann as his guide to women's economic struggles when 



 

she "had never worked a day in her life" / role of women’s issues and the importance of 

the women’s vote in the upcoming election 

6) Topics include: thoughts on the Trayvon Martin case from Mr. Strassmann, who broke 

the story / legal analysis from Mr. Ford regarding the arrest of Trayvon’s shooter, George 

Zimmerman, and the upcoming trial / the role of race in the shooting death of Mr. Martin 

7) Face The Nation Flashback topic: the career of Walter Cronkite, who began anchoring 

the CBS Evening News fifty years ago tomorrow 

 

 



 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

04/22/12 Guests: Senator Joseph Lieberman (I-CT), Chairman, Senate Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs Committee (1); Ralph Basham, Command Consulting Group, 

Former Director, U.S. Secret Service (2); Norah O’Donnell, CBS News Chief White 

House Correspondent (3) (6); Representative Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX), Committee on 

Homeland Security (3); Representative Elijah Cummings (D-MD), Committee on 

Oversight and Government Reform (3); Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK), Committee on the 

Judiciary (3); Eric Fehrnstrom, Senior Advisor, Romney Campaign (4); Stephanie Cutter, 

Deputy Campaign Manager, Obama 2012 (5); Major Garrett, National Journal (6); John 

Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (6); Melinda Henneberger, Washington Post (6); 

Tavis Smiley, PBS, author, “The Rich And The Rest Of Us: A Poverty Manifesto” (7); 

Dr. Cornel West, author, “The Rich And The Rest Of Us: A Poverty Manifesto” (7) 

1) Topics include: latest on the U.S. Secret Service sex scandal / possibility of any White 

House staffers being involved / decision by the Senate Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs Committee to launch an investigation and inquiry / assurance of 

continuing faith in the Secret service director, Mark Sullivan; scandal at the General 

Services Administration, involving workers who spent approximately one million dollars 

of taxpayer money on travel and other frivolous expenses 

2) Topics include: belief that this level of infraction never occurred in the Secret Service 

during Mr. Basham’s tenure as director / support for Mark Sullivan’s “immediate and 

decisive action” in handling the scandal / belief that the Secret Service will not be 

seriously damaged by this scandal 

3) Topics include: latest on the U.S. Secret Service sex scandal, including details of Mr. 

Sullivan’s recent meeting with President Obama / expressions of disappointment in the 

members of the Secret Service involved in the scandal and of continuing faith in Mark 

Sullivan from Senator Coburn and Representatives Jackson Lee and Cummings / support 

of the Obama administration’s handling of the scandal 

4) Topics include: reaction to the most recent Wall Street Journal poll, indicating high 

marks for Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney’s plans for the economy, but 

low numbers for his likability / belief that Mr. Romney has seven months to connect with 

the voters and will be successful in doing so / support for Mr. Romney as a person of 

character and integrity / highlights of Mr. Romney’s career in both the public and private 

sector 

5) Topics include: criticism of Mr. Romney and his negative campaign tactics / negative 

highlights from Mr. Romney’s years as governor of Massachusetts / reaction to poll 

numbers indicating that Americans have a favorable view of Mr. Romney’s approach on 

how to fix the economy 

6) Topics include: speculation regarding Republican Senator Marco Rubio of Florida and 

former Florida Governor Jeb Bush as a possible choice for vice president / Mr. Romney’s 

problem connecting with Hispanic voters / reaction to polls indicating that the race 

between President Obama and Mr. Romney is getting close / role of women’s issues and 

the importance of the women’s vote in the upcoming election / belief that President 

Obama still has the edge with female voters 

7) Topics include: changing face of poverty / criticism of both President Obama and the 

inherent  “system that has warped priorities” / need for a higher priority to be placed on 

the poor, instead of on the military / suggestion for a White House conference on the 

eradication of poverty in the United States 

8) Face The Nation Flashback Topic: a look back at America’s manned space program 

 

 



 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

04/29/12 Guests: former Governor Haley Barbour (R-MS), former Chairman, Republican National 

Committee (1); Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa (D-Los Angeles, CA), Chairman, 

Democratic National Convention (1); Governor Jerry Brown (D-CA) (2); Graham 

Allison, TIME magazine (3); Peter Bergen, TIME magazine (3) David Ignatius, The 

Washington Post (3); John Miller, CBS News Senior Correspondent (3) 

1) Topics include: recent poll numbers indicating a close race between Republican 

presidential candidate Mitt Romney and President Barack Obama / opposing criticism 

from Mr. Barbour and Mayor Villaraigosa against Mr. Romney and President Obama for 

their political records / reaction to disappointment expressed by some Democrats towards 

President Obama’s immigration policy / the DREAM Act, which provides a pathway to 

citizenship through college or the military / important role of the Hispanic vote in the 

upcoming election / Republican Senator Marco Rubio of Florida’s version of the 

DREAM Act / speculation regarding Senator Rubio as a possible choice for vice 

president 

2) Topics include: belief that politics are much more polarized now, then when he was 

first elected governor of California in 1974; the closeness and unpredictability of the 

upcoming election / Governor Brown’s plan to campaign for President Obama / role of 

PAC’s in shaping the election / prediction that Mr. Romney will not win California / 

thoughts on what key issues or factors will influence the election / Governor Brown’s 

political career 

3) Topics include: new details in the Obama administration’s hunt for Osama bin Laden / 

contents of the recently declassified documents pertaining to bin Laden / questions 

surrounding Pakistan’s knowledge or lack of knowledge regarding bin Laden’s location 

inside the country / differing opinions on the threat posed by al Qaeda 

4) Google Plus Hangout topic: The role of Hispanic voters in campaign 2012.  

Participants: Julio Ricardo Varela (Founder, LatinoRebels.com); Jennifer Sevilla Korn 

(Executive Director, Hispanic Leadership Network); Gabriela Domenzain (Obama 

Campaign Director of Hispanic Media); Bettina Inclan (RNC Director of Hispanic 

Outreach); Esai Morales (Co-Founder, National Hispanic Foundation for the Arts); Frank 

Sharry (Executive Director, America’s Voice)  Host: John Dickerson,  CBS News 

Political Director 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: The twenty year anniversary of the Los Angeles 

riots, which broke out after a jury acquitted a group of Los Angeles police officers who 

had been caught on video tape beating a speeding driver named Rodney King. 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

04/01/12 “A Hard Landing” - a report on the impact that the termination of the Space Shuttle 

program, and the consequent loss of 7,000 jobs at the Kennedy Space Center, has had on 

those former employees and on the economy of Brevard County, Florida.  Includes 

interviews with former Kennedy Space Center employees Lou Hanna, Chris Milner, Joe 

Urich, Holly Petrucci, Mike Carpenter, Lucas Maxwell, and Sammy Rivera; Carole Bess, 

a bankruptcy attorney; and Bill Grillo, owner of Shuttles, a bar near the Space Center, 

once a gathering spot for astronauts and launch spectators.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Robert 

G. Anderson, Nicole Young) 

“Sugar” - a report on new studies which suggest that sugar contributes to heart disease 

and cancer, as well as obesity, diabetes and hypertension.  Includes interviews with: Dr. 

Robert Lustig, pediatric endocrinologist, University of California; Kimber Stanhope, 

nutritional biologist, University of California; Lewis Cantley, Harvard University 

professor and head of the Beth Israel Deaconess Cancer Center; Eric Stice, neuroscientist, 

Oregon Research Institute; Jim Simon, board member, Sugar Association.  (C: Dr. Sanjay 

Gupta - P: Denise Schrier Cetta, Sumi Aggarwal) 

“Art Market” - a report on the booming market in contemporary art, as seen in a visit to 

Art Basel, Miami Beach’s premier contemporary art fair. Includes an interview with Tim 



 

Blum, partner, Blum & Poe, a Los Angeles gallery; and comments by Dennis and Debra 

Scholl, contemporary art collectors; Jennifer Stockman and Alexandra Munroe, 

Guggenheim Foundation; Jeffrey Deitch, Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary Art; 

Larry Gagosian, gallery owner; and footage and comments from Art Basel attendees / 

collectors Eli Broad and Maria Baibakova.  (C: Morley Safer - P: Ruth Streeter) (See 

also: "Yes...But Is It Art?", OAD: 09/19/93; and "Yes...But Is It Art? II", OAD: 10/05/97, 

a followup to "Yes...But Is It Art?") 

 

 



 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

04/08/12 “Mike Wallace: 1918 - 2012" - a brief tribute by Morley Safer to Mike Wallace, the 

former 60 MINUTES Correspondent who died last night at the age of 93. An extended 

tribute will air next week.  

“An Imperfect Union” - a report on the debt crisis in Europe, its threat to the European 

Union and to the survival of the European currency, the euro. The report focuses on the 

situation in Greece; the role of Germany in addressing the Greek crisis; and the 

possibility of similar crises in Spain, Italy, Ireland and Portugal.  Includes interviews 

with: Louise Cooper, financial analyst, London; Christine Lagarde, managing director, 

International Monetary Fund; Yanis Varoufakis, economist, University of Athens; 

Wolfgang Schaeuble, finance minister, Germany.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Graham Messick, 

Coleman Cowan) 

“The Sport of Kings” - a report about the sport of polo, featuring an interview with 

Ignacio “Nacho” Figueras, the Argentine who is the sport’s leading star.  Also includes 

interviews with: Owen Rinehart, polo horse breeder and trainer; Peter Brant, polo club 

and team owner; Kareem Rosser, nineteen-year-old polo player from Philadelphia.  (C: 

Lara Logan - P: Max McClellan) 

“Joy In The Congo” - a report on the Congo’s Kimbanguist Symphony Orchestra.  

Based in the Congo’s capital city of Kinshasa, it is the only symphony orchestra in 

Central Africa and the only all-black orchestra in the world.  Includes an interview with 

Armand Diangienda, a former commercial pilot and founder of the orchestra; and 

comments by Sabine Kallhammer, a German opera singer who, along with fellow 

German singer Rolf Schmitz-Malburg, teaches the orchestra’s chorus and soloists;  Sylvie 

Mbela, a violinist with the orchestra; and Carrime Bilolo, who, with his brother Valvi, 

sings with the orchestra.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Magalie Laguerre Wilkinson, Clem Taylor) 

 

04/15/12 “Remembering Mike Wallace” - a retrospective on the career and life of the late 60 

MINUTES Correspondent Mike Wallace, who died on April 7 at the age of 93.  In a 

series of one-on-one interviews with Wallace conducted by his 60 MINUTES colleagues, 

interspersed with footage from his many interviews, Wallace discusses his interviewing 

style and techniques; his family background; the many highlights of his career; and his 

bouts with depression, including his attempted suicide. Also included are excerpts of 

Wallace’s final on-camera interview, in which he talks with his grandson Eames Yates 

about his life and career.  (Correspondents: Steve Kroft, Scott Pelley, Lesley Stahl, 

Morley Safer. Producers: David Browning, Warren Lustig) 

 

04/22/12 “The Case Against Lehman Brothers” - a report on the factors involved in the 2008 

bankruptcy declaration of Lehman Brothers, the fourth largest investment bank in the 

world, a bankruptcy which triggered the world financial crisis.  The report features an 

interview with former U.S. attorney Anton Valukas, the bank examiner who investigated 

the collapse for the federal bankruptcy court. Also interviewed are: Matthew Lee, a 

former senior executive at Lehman; and David Kotz, former inspector general for the 

SEC. Among the topics of discussion are: the role of Ernst and Young, Lehman’s 

accounting firm; Richard Fuld, the CEO of Lehman; and the role of the Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC).  (C: Steve Kroft - P: James Jacoby, Michael Karzis) 

“Christians Of The Holy Land” - a report on the slow exodus of Palestinian Christians 

from the Holy Land, who say that life in the middle of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has 

become too difficult. Includes an interview with Michael Oren, Israeli ambassador to the 

U.S.; and comments by: Father Marwan Dides, Franciscan priest, Bethlehem; Theophilos 

III, Patriarch, Greek Orthodox Church, Jerusalem; Mitri Raheb, Lutheran minister, 

Bethlehem; Claire and Christie Anastas, residents, Bethlehem; Zahi Khouri, Palestinian 

businessman; Ari Shavit, Israeli columnist. (C: Bob Simon - P: Harry A. Radliffe II)  

“The Trouble With Treasure” - a report on the questions and legal problems facing 

amateur diver Jay Miscovich, who says he found a huge cache of raw emeralds on the 

bottom of the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Key West, Florida. Includes an interview 



 

with Jay Miscovich, and comments by: Greg Kwiat and Ed Peterson, New York City 

jewelers; Tom Moses, Gemological Institute of America; David Horan, Key West 

attorney; Duncan Mathewson, marine archeologist;  (C: Armen Keteyian - P: Andrew 

Metz, Len Tepper, Oriana Zill de Granados) 



 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

04/29/12 “Hard Measures” - an interview with Jose Rodriguez, former head of the C.I.A.’s 

Clandestine Service, its counterterrorist unit.  He discusses and defends the use of  

“enhanced interrogation techniques” - waterboarding, sleep deprivation, and confinement 

boxes - used on al Qaeda terrorist suspects, including Abu Zubaydah, captured in 

Pakistan in 2002; and Khalid Sheik Mohammed, the mastermind of 9/11.  (C: Lesley 

Stahl - P: Richard Bonin)  DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

“Hooked” - an interview with Dr. Nora Volkow, head of the National Institute on Drug 

Abuse, who uses MRI scans on the brains of  addicts to help explain the chemistry of 

drug addiction and other addictive behaviors, including eating.  Dr. Volkow, who grew 

up in Mexico City, also discusses her family background, including her great-

grandfather: Leon Trotsky, the Russian revolutionary who was killed in the house where 

she was raised.  Also includes comments by Esteban Volkow, Nora’s father; and Patricia 

and Natalia Volkow, Nora’s sisters.  (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning, Jonathan 

Schienberg) 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

04/07/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “A Family’s Honor” In October of 2009, 20-year-old Noor 

Almaleki and Amal Khalaf, the mother of her boyfriend Marwan, walked out of a Peoria, 

Arizona DES office and were struck by an SUV driven by Noor’s father and Iraqi 

immigrant, Faleh Hassan Almaleki. Detective Chris Boughey suspected this to be an 

“honor killing”. Honor killing is a practice found in some cultures, that allows a father to 

kill his daughter if he believes she acted in a dishonorable or disrespectful way. Amal 

Khalaf survived; however, Noor died from her injuries. The Almaleki family had moved 

from Iraq to Arizona in the mid 1990's, and Faleh wanted his children to adhere to Iraqi 

traditions -- but Noor wanted to be a typical American girl. She had been brought back to 

Iraq to enter an arranged marriage when she was 17, but she left the marriage, returned to 

the United States, and eventually moved in with her boyfriend, Marwan Khalaf and his 

mother Amal. Noor’s parents made numerous verbal threats to her to return home, but 

she refused. Soon afterwards, her father struck her with his SUV. Faleh fled the country, 

but was later apprehended in London, and returned to the United States. He claimed that 

hitting the two women was an accident, but evidence of incriminating tire marks at the 

scene and the fact that the vehicle had no brake problems, seemed to indicate otherwise. 

However, these facts and other incriminating evidence were not enough to convince a 

jury that Noor’s father was guilty of first degree murder. Instead, the jury found Faleh 

guilty of the lesser charge of second-degree murder, meaning they did not agree the 

attack on Noor was premeditated, or an honor killing. Judge Roland Steinle sentenced 

Faleh to 34-and-a-half years in prison for killing Noor and gravely injuring Amal. On-

Screen Graphics: While members of Noor’s family were questioned about the crime, no 

one other than her father was charged. Interviewed: Peoria, Arizona Police Detective 

Chris Boughey; CBS News Consultant Abigail Pesta; Adhi, Noor’s friend; Amal Khalaf, 

Noor’s boyfriend’s mother; Marwan Khalaf, Noor’s boyfriend; Nuha, Noor’s friend; 

Jasvinder Sanghera, founder, Karma Nirvana; Lina, Karma Nirvana caller; Laura 

Reckart, prosecutor; Elizabeth Mullins, defense attorney; Jeff Kirchler, defense attorney; 

Charles Cooper, witness; Shaneil Nakamoto, witness; Ali, Noor’s brother. (C: Troy 

Roberts - P: Lisa Freed, Jonathan Leach) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

04/14/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Stranger Beside Me” - On March 18, 2010, Jamie 

Laiaddee vanished from her home in a suburb of Phoenix, Arizona. Her live-in boyfriend 

Bryan Stewart told everyone she had moved to Denver, Colorado to take a new job. 

When detectives started searching for Jamie, they discovered Bryan was a con man, and 

suspected he was also her killer. Jamie and Bryan met through a University of Michigan 

Alumni Club, and dated for more than two years. Bryan lied to Jamie about most of his 

life.  His real name was Rick Wayne Valentini; he never attended the University of 

Michigan; he served two years in military prison; and he had three ex-wives and two 

daughters. When detectives searched Bryan/Rick’s apartment they found Jamie’s wallet 

and a small white envelope containing Jamie’s driver’s license, some credit cards, and 

her University of Michigan Alumni card, cut up into pieces. Moreover, Bryan/Rick was 

using her credit cards for online dating websites. He continued to claim Jamie took 

$100,000 and moved to Colorado for a new job, but this claim was dismissed after 

Jamie’s new boss showed up in court detailing how he had just hired Jamie - in Arizona. 

A jailhouse snitch took the stand and said Bryan/Rick told him that the police knew he 

killed Jamie. Bryan/Rick testified last and claimed he and Jamie communicated via e-

mail and telephone after her disappearance, but the prosecution forced him to admit he 

had not seen or spoken to her. On March 24, 2011, a Grand Jury indicted Bryan/Rick on 

charges of second-degree murder of his girlfriend, Jamie Laiaddee. He was also charged 

with fraud for using her credit cards without her permission. On-Screen Graphics: 

Bryan Stewart is now inmate 268586 and is known to his jailers as Rick Wayne 

Valentini. His sentence for murder and fraud: 54 years. Interviewed: Sheila Dubs, 

Gweneth Newman and Jennifer Langguth, Jamie’s college friends; Vunnee and Jimmy 

Laiaddee, Jamie’s parents; Marlene Buffa, University of Michigan Alumni Group 

President; Burke Files, private investigator; Troy Spielman, detective; Nate Moffat, 

detective; Juan Martinez, prosecutor; Andrea Aardsma, witness; Kevin Tierney, who 

would have been Jamie’s new boss; David Beauchamp, lawyer; Valarie Shafer, juror; 

Max Covil, attorney; Leon Lead, juror.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Judy Rybak) 

 

04/21/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY - “Mystery on Twin Peaks Drive” - a report on the December 

16, 1998 death of Ronda Reynolds, whose husband found her lifeless body with a 

gunshot wound to the head in her home on Twin Peaks Drive in Toledo, Washington. 

The death was quickly ruled a suicide. Refusing to accept the findings, Ronda’s mother, 

Barb Thompson, launched her own investigation. She enlisted the help of world-famous 

true crime writer Ann Rule, who eventually wrote the bestseller “In the Still of the 

Night”, about the case. Their investigation led Washington State authorities to revisit the 

case by holding a coroner’s inquest -- a rare and unusual proceeding -- to determine the 

cause of death and who might be responsible. The inquest resulted in the death being 

reclassified as a homicide and it determined that she had died at the hands of either her 

husband Ronald A. Reynolds and/or Ronald’s son, Jonathan A. Reynolds. However, the 

Lewis County prosecutor announced he would not prosecute either man because most of 

the evidence had been destroyed after Ronda’s death. The case remains an open 

investigation. On Screen Text graphic: The Reynolds family is contemplating suing 

Barb Thompson, Ann Rule and the Lewis County Coroner. Changes were proposed to 

Washington State’s law following the Reynold’s case. A judge or prosecutor would have 

to approve any coroner’s arrest warrant. Interviewed: Barb Thompson, Ronda Reynolds’ 

mother; Ann Rule, author; Ron Reynolds, husband; Jonathan Reynolds, Ron Reynolds’ 

son from a previous marriage; Detective Jerry Berry and Detective Sergeant Glade 

Austin, members of the Lewis County Sheriff’s Department; Coroner Warren McLeod. 

(C: Peter Van Zant - P: Susan Mallie, Dena Goldstein) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

04/28/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Death Wish” - a report on questions surrounding the July 

2009 death of Jeffrey Locker, whose body was found slumped over the steering wheel of 

his car in Harlem, New York. Initially, it appeared that Locker had simply been in the 

wrong place at the wrong time; however, when authorities tracked Locker’s ATM card to 

Kenneth Minor and questioned him, Minor said Locker had begged Minor to kill him. 48 

HOURS MYSTERY interviewed Minor in depth and he described how Locker was 

circling around a block in Harlem and approached Minor about how to find a gun. Then, 

Locker told Minor that he wanted him to shoot him. Minor asked for $60, went to buy 

drugs, and later called Locker and told him he couldn’t find a gun. Minor questioned 

Locker as to why he needed Minor to kill him and Locker explained that he wanted his 

family to collect millions from his life insurance policies and if he committed suicide, 

there was no payment on the policy. Furthermore he told Minor how he was caught in a 

Ponzi scheme and had several lawsuits against him. Minor was promised money from 

Locker if he helped to kill him, and Locker gave him his ATM card and PIN. As they sat 

in Locker’s car, Minor was asked to get a knife out of the glove compartment, and Locker 

asked him to hold it at the steering wheel, and Locker lunged at the knife numerous 

times, killing himself. To help prove Minor’s story, his defense lawyer found another 

man, Melvin Fleming, who said Locker had approached him days prior, with the same 

request. Instead, Fleming decided to con Locker and did not help him. During Minor’s 

trial, the defense argued that this was a case of assisted suicide. Evidence revealed during 

the trial highlighted Locker’s severe financial troubles, pending lawsuits, and most 

notably, a multimillion-dollar life insurance policy that Locker had purchased months 

before his death. The prosecution challenged the assisted suicide claim and argued that 

Minor was simply a cold-blooded killer. After hours of deliberation, Minor was found 

guilty of murder and sentenced to 20 years to life. On-Screen Graphics: Locker’s 

widow is suing to get $4 million worth of life insurance from a policy he bought a month-

and-a-half before his death. As for the other $8 million in policies, the insurance 

companies refuse to say whether they paid the family. Interviewed: Robert Stewart, 

NYPD detective; Laura Italiano, New York Post reporter; Steve D’Annunzio, Locker’s 

friend; Robert Miller, insurance executive; Al Brodbeck, who hired Locker as a business 

coach; Kevin Flynn and Jeff Hershman, detectives; Kenneth Minor, murder suspect; Dan 

Gotlin, Minor’s defense lawyer; Melvin Fleming, Harlem resident; Murray Weiss, police 

reporter and CBS News Consultant; Peter Casolaro, prosecutor; Michael Barry, 

investigator; Cyril Wecht, forensic scientist; Kirt Markle, jury member. (C: Richard 

Schlesinger - P: Patti Aronofsky, Elena DiFiore) 

 

CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIAL 
 

04/15/12 “What They Believe” - a report on the deep traditions, beliefs, and interesting spiritual 

histories of three religions not well known in the United States -- Hinduism, 

Zoroastrianism, and the Bahá’í faith. (1) Hinduism is the world’s oldest faith tradition 

that does not have a prophet, a common creed, or doctrine. North America is home to an 

estimated 1.5 million Hindus, with the majority of adherents living in India.  (2) 

Zoroastrianism is a 3,500-year-old faith tradition based on the teachings of the prophet 

Zarathustra in ancient Persia, now Iran. Zoroastrians believe in one God (monotheism) 

and that through the acts of good thoughts, words, and deeds one can triumph over evil. 

Their population was once in the millions, but today it is estimated at about 125,000 

worldwide with an estimated 25,000 Zoroastrians in the United States. (3) The Bahá’í 

faith was founded by Bahá’u’lláh in 19th-century Persia (now Iran). Bahá’ís believe that 

there is only one religion which has been progressively revealed by a series of Divine 

Messengers of which their prophet, Bahá’u’lláh, is said to be the latest in a succession 

that includes Krishna, Abraham, Zoroaster, Moses, Buddha, Christ and Mohammed. 

Includes comments from: John H. Hawley, Professor of Religion, Barnard College; 

Anand Venkatkrishnan, Columbia University, Doctoral Student of Religion; Dr. Uma 



 

Mysorekar, President, Hindu Temple Society of North America; members of the Rivetna 

family: Rohinton Rivetna, Founder & Former President, Federation of the Zoroastrian 

Association of North America (FEZANA); his wife, Roshan Rivetna, Former Editor of 

Fezana, a publication dedicated to Zoroastrianism in North America; and their son Cyrus 

Rivetna, an architect; Glen Fullmer, Director of Communications, Bahá’í National 

Center; Scott Conrad, Project Manager, Bahá’í Temple Restoration.  (Narrator: Rolland 

Smith.  Producer & Writer: Elizabeth Kineke.  Associate Producer: Kathleen Fieffe.  

Director & Executive Producer: John P. Blessington.  Produced in consultation with: 

National Council of Churches; The Islamic Society of North America; New York Board 

of Rabbis; A Consortium of Roman Catholic Organizations.) 

 

 

* * * * * 
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FACE THE NATION 
 

05/06/12 Guests: Newt Gingrich, former Republican presidential candidate, former Speaker of the 

House of Representatives (1); Representative Michele Bachmann (R-MN), former 

Republican presidential candidate (2); former Vermont Governor Howard Dean, former 

Chairman, Democratic National Committee (3); Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY) (3); 

Zbigniew Brzezinski, Trustee, Center for Strategic and International Studies (4); Peggy 

Noonan, The Wall Street Journal (5); David Corn, Mother Jones (5); Michael Gerson, 

Washington Post (5); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (5) 

1) Topics include: belief that his failed run for the Republican presidential nomination 

was worth it / Mr. Gingrich’s endorsement of Republican presidential candidate Mitt 

Romney / criticism of President Obama / strategy advice for the Romney campaign; 

opinion that President Obama maximized the anniversary of the death of Osama bin 

Laden in order to take attention away from his failed economic policies; thoughts on 

potential running mates for Mr. Romney / Mr. Gingrich’s lack of interest in being chosen 

as a vice presidential nominee 

2) Topics include: Representative Bachmann’s belief that the myth that there is a 

Republican war on women is being perpetuated by the Obama campaign / belief that 

women are overwhelmingly behind Mitt Romney, even though poll numbers suggest 

otherwise / support for Mitt Romney / the role of women voters in the upcoming election 

/ opinion that the main election issue troubling female voters is the economy; criticism of 

President Obama’s health care plan 

3) Topics include: negative reaction from Mr. Dean regarding Representative 

Bachmann’s claim that women, based on the issues, are going to choose Mr. Romney 

over President Obama / support from Senator Schumer and Mr. Dean regarding President 

Obama’s past job performance, as well as his agenda for the upcoming months / criticism 

against Mr. Romney and his proposals, if elected president; reaction to a quote from 

Peggy Noonan of The Wall Street Journal, implying that President Obama has no 

message and has become boring; speculation regarding African-American and Latino 

voter turnout for President Obama in the upcoming election 

4) Topics include: support for the way the issue was handled regarding the blind Chinese 

dissident Chen Guangcheng and his quest to come to the United States; the one year 

anniversary of the death of Osama bin Laden; belief that the most serious foreign policy 

issue that the next president will have to face will be Iran; B-plus to A-minus marks for 

President Obama and his handling of foreign policy; biggest problem facing the United 

States after it withdraws from Afghanistan will be our ability to create and maintain 

stability in the country 

5) Topics include: speculation regarding the campaigns of President Obama and Mr. 

Romney / the economy and women’s issues and the two most pressing concerns facing 

the candidates / confusing economic numbers coming out of Washington, D.C. / 

President Obama’s middling approval numbers -- significantly higher then expected 

given the current state of the economy; thoughts on the Republican Party and whether or 

not it has moved too far to the right 

6) Face The Nation Flashback topic: With Mitt Romney all but certain to be the 

Republican nominee, a look back at the Republican primary and all who took part in it 

 

 



 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

05/13/12 Guests: Ted Olson, Partner, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, former U.S. Solicitor General (1) 

(2); Governor Deval Patrick (D-MA) (1); Tony Perkins, Family Research Council (2); 

Clay Aiken, singer/songwriter (2); Evan Wolfson, Freedom to Marry (2); Mark 

McKinnon, contributor, Newsweek, Hill and Knowlton (2); Representative Mike Rogers 

(R-MI), Chairman, Intelligence Committee (3); Bay Buchanan, Republican Strategist, 

author, “Bay’s Boys” (4); Anita Dunn, Democratic Strategist, former White House 

Communications Director (4); Melinda Henneberger, Washington Post (4); Norah 

O’Donnell, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (4) 

1) Topics include: support for President Obama’s May 9th announcement of his support 

for same-sex marriage / potential political impact on President Obama / Mitt Romney’s 

opposition to same-sex marriage / potential political impact President Obama’s statement 

could have for Mr. Romney; Mr. Olson’s support of Mr. Romney in the upcoming 

election 

2) Topics include: opposition from Mr. Perkins regarding same-sex marriage and his 

belief that it is “counter to natural law” / role of social and moral issues in the upcoming 

election / criticism from Mr. Perkins against Republican Senator Rand Paul for making a 

joke about President Obama’s statement supporting same-sex marriage; support for 

President Obama for voting with his conscience regarding same-sex marriage / belief that 

the convention should stay in North Carolina, even though people in that state 

overwhelmingly voted to defeat an initiative that would have given domestic partners the 

same rights as people who are married / comparisons between the movement supporting 

same-sex marriage and the civil rights movement of the 1960's; Mr. Aiken’s decision to 

come out after the birth of his first child and the impact that decision had on his musical 

career; potential impact this issue will have on the candidates and the upcoming election; 

Mr. Perkins’ belief that the issue of same-sex marriage is a strong parallel to abortion, as 

both run “counter to natural law” 

3) Topics include: report of two more U.S. drone strikes in Yemen, that may have killed 

eleven suspected al Qaeda militants; a leaked report of a Saudi Arabian double agent who 

infiltrated al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula and ruined a plot to blow up a U.S.-bound 

airliner / concern as to why a national security operation was used for a news headline, 

thus jeopardizing national security, foreign liaison partners, and people who may or may 

not have been involved in the mission 

4) Topics include: Ms. Buchanan’s belief that the myth that there is a Republican war on 

women is being perpetuated by the Obama campaign / support for and criticism of 

President Obama’s record in terms of women; issue of same-sex marriage in the 

upcoming election / speculation as to why Vice President Joe Biden made his 

announcement in favor of same-sex marriage before President Obama made his; recent 

controversial TIME magazine breast-feeding cover / differing opinions as to the status 

and equality of women today 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: Former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt’s 1956 

appearance on the program, in which she “squared off” against Maine’s Republican 

Senator, Margaret Chase Smith, over the Middle East 

 

 



 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

05/20/12 Guests: Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Republican Leader (1); Senator Mark 

Warner (D-VA), Senate Budget Committee (2); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate 

Budget Committee, Senate Armed Services Committee (2) (3); Tom Friedman, The New 

York Times (3); Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (3); John Dickerson, 

CBS News Political Director (4); Norah O’Donnell, CBS News Chief White House 

Correspondent (4) 

1) Topics include: speculation that President Obama will be asking Congress again to 

raise the debt ceiling / reaction to a comment from Speaker of the House of 

Representatives John Boehner, implying that he will repeat the same fight and resist 

raising the debt ceiling / criticism of President Obama and his lack of leadership on 

economic issues; the 1.2 trillion dollars in spending cuts, set to go into effect at the end of 

2012 / recent defense bill -- passed by Speaker Boehner and House Republicans -- raising 

defense spending 

2) Topics include: reaction to Speaker Boehner’s comments regarding the debt ceiling / 

Senator Warner’s membership in the “Gang of Six” -- the bipartisan effort to resolve the 

budget crisis -- and their call for a reform of the tax code, as well as changes to 

entitlement programs and defense spending cuts / Senator Graham’s opinion that a 

breakthrough will not happen before the election; Dan Balz’s piece in The Washington 

Post, questioning Washington’s ability to govern; economic developments from the 

recent G-8 summit, where European leaders seem interested in moving away from 

austerity measures in order to solve the debt crisis 

3) Topics include: the May 19th arrival of blind Chinese dissident Chen Guangcheng in 

New York; update on the current conditions in Afghanistan from Ms. Ward / differing 

opinions regarding the outcome of U.S. involvement in Afghanistan; update on the 

current conditions in Syria from Ms. Ward / thoughts on what the United States could do 

to aid the Syrian rebels / Mr. Friedman’s belief that the United States needs to be 

involved in the Middle East “with money, resources, and example” 

4) Topics include: recent poll numbers indicating an increase in Republican presidential 

candidate Mitt Romney’s favorability rating / Mr. Romney’s refusal to accept negative 

campaign ads from an outside group against President Obama / Obama campaign strategy 

of discrediting Mr. Romney and portraying him as a job destroyer 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: A 1976 appearance by boxing champion 

Muhammad Ali, who with typical candor admitted upfront not to know enough about 

politics to be taken seriously 

 

 



 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

05/27/12 Guests: Robert Gibbs, Obama Campaign Senior Advisor (1); Ed Gillespie, Romney 

Campaign Senior Advisor (2); Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN), Ranking Member, U.S. 

Senate Committee on Foreign Relations (3); Douglas Brinkley, CBS News Contributor, 

author, “Cronkite” (4); Robert Merry, author, “Where They Stand: The American 

Presidents in the Eyes of Voters and Historians”, editor, The National Interest magazine 

(4); Nancy Gibbs, Deputy Managing Editor, TIME magazine, author, “The Presidents 

Club: Inside the World's Most Exclusive Fraternity” (4); Michael Duffy, Executive 

Editor and Washington Bureau Chief, TIME magazine, author, “The Presidents Club: 

Inside the World's Most Exclusive Fraternity” (4) 

1) Topics include: President Obama’s campaign ads, focusing on Republican presidential 

candidate Mitt Romney’s tenure at venture capitalist firm, Bain Capital / criticism against 

the advertisements, from both Republicans and Democrats, for their negativity; criticism 

of Mr. Romney’s tenure at Bain Capital and as governor of Massachusetts; reaction to 

Op-Ed Columnist Thomas Friedman’s recent piece in The New York Times, criticizing 

president Obama’s ability to explain his achievements 

2) Topics include: criticism of President Obama’s campaign ads; negative assessment of 

President Obama’s job performance; support for Mr. Romney’s previous experience at 

Bain Capital, as governor of Massachusetts, and his work with the Salt Lake City 

Olympics; reaction to comments from President Obama, critiquing Mr. Romney’s 

inability “to offer a single new idea” regarding the economy / Mr. Romney’s campaign 

ads, highlighting his plans for day one of his presidency 

3) Topics include: thoughts on and factors behind Senator Lugar’s recent defeat in the 

Indiana Republican primary to Tea Party candidate Richard Mourdock; the current 

situation in Syria / support for President Obama’s cautious approach to the conflict in 

Syria; his hope that Republicans in Indiana will support Mr. Mourdock, but personally 

has no plan to actively campaign for him 

4) Topics include: insight into Walter Cronkite’s relationships with the various American 

presidents during his tenure at CBS News / how and why the relationship between the 

press and the office of the U.S. president has changed; history behind the relationships 

between past and current presidents of the United States; thoughts on what makes a 

president successful; Mr. Cronkite’s relationship with Edward R. Murrow 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: A 1972 appearance by Senators Hubert Humphrey 

and George McGovern, who were campaigning for the Democratic presidential 

nomination to oppose President Richard Nixon. 

 

 



 

60 MINUTES 
 

05/06/12 “The Raptor” - a report on an as yet unresolved  problem with the Air Force’s F-22 

Raptor, the nation’s top fighter jet.  In May 2011, the plane was grounded after a rash of 

incidents in which pilots experienced severe disorientation during their flights due to the 

onset of a low-oxygen condition called hypoxia.  After four months, the Air Force 

resumed flying the plane without finding or correcting the problem. The report features 

interviews with two Raptor pilots, Major Jeremy Gordon and Captain Josh Wilson, who 

each express their misgivings about flying the F-22.  Also includes comments by General 

Michael Hostage, Commander, Air Combat Command, USAF; and comments by 

Congressman Adam Kinzinger (R-IL) about the Military Whistleblowers Act.  (C: Lesley 

Stahl - P: Karen M. Sughrue) 

“Cleaning Up Whitley County” - a report on how Adam Sulfridge, a young newspaper 

reporter for the Times-Tribune in Whitley County, Kentucky,  and his editor, Samantha 

Swindler, were able to successfully expose the corruption of the County Sheriff, 

Lawrence Hodge. Hodge’s activities included involvement with drug dealers, gun 

trafficking, taking payoffs, and extorting money from defendants. Others interviewed 

include: Todd Tremaine, special agent, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF); 

Rick Benson, retired social worker and an extortion victim of Sheriff Hodge.  (C: Byron 

Pitts - P: Clem Taylor) 

“Michael Phelps” - a second interview / profile of Olympic swimming gold-medalist 

Michael Phelps, now in training for the 2012 London Olympics.  Phelps discusses his 

renewed motivation to swim competitively again.  Also includes interviews with: Bob 

Bowman, Phelps’ longtime coach; Debbie Phelps, Michael’s mother. (See also: “Michael 

Phelps” OAD: 11/30/08) (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Draggan Mihailovich) 

 

05/13/12 “Hank” - an interview with retired CIA covert officer Henry “Hank” Crumpton, former 

deputy director of the CIA’s Counterterrorism Center.  Crumpton discusses the CIA’s 

efforts in Afghanistan in combating the Taliban regime and the ongoing threat of Al-

Qaeda; and he describes the activities of the CIA’s National Resource Division, the secret 

domestic operation which focuses on the collection of foreign intelligence inside the 

United States. Also includes an interview with: Cofer Black, former chief of the CIA’s 

Counterterrorism Center.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Howard L. Rosenberg) 

“The Gulen Movement” - a report on the growth of a chain of charter schools in the 

U.S., all founded and run by immigrants from Turkey who are carrying out the teachings 

of a Turkish Islamic cleric, Fethullah Gulen, who lives in the Pocono Mountains of 

Pennsylvania.  Includes interviews with: Julie Norton, administrator, Harmony school 

chain, Texas; Alp Aslandogan, businessman and chairman of a Houston foundation that 

advances Gulen’s teachings; Andrew Finkel, freelance reporter, Turkey; Bekir Aksoy, 

head of Fethullan Gulen’s retreat compound in Pennsylvania; David Dunn, Texas Charter 

Schools Association; Mary Addi, former teacher, Cleveland, Ohio.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: 

Shachar Bar-On) 

“Role of a Lifetime” - a report on the efforts of actor Gary Sinise to raise funds for 

disabled war veterans.  Sinise, who played Lt. Dan Taylor in the film “Forrest Gump”, 

leads a band of professional musicians, “The Lieutenant Dan Band.”  They play about 

fifty concerts a year, raising money to build homes that can accommodate a veteran’s 

injuries.  Includes interviews with: Gary Sinise, actor; disabled veterans Juan Dominguez, 

Todd Nicely, and Bryan Anderson.  (C: David Martin - P: Mary Walsh, Tadd J. Lascari) 

 

 



 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

05/20/12 “Dropping Out” - an interview / profile of Peter Thiel, a billionaire venture capitalist 

(co-founder of PayPal and the first investor in Facebook) who pays  selected students 

with promising ideas a hundred thousand dollars each to drop out of college and develop 

those ideas.  Also includes an interview with: Vivek Wadhwa, professor, Duke and 

Stanford Universities; and comments by several of Thiel’s beneficiaries: Eden Full, Sujay 

Tyle, and Alex Kiselev.  (C: Morley Safer - P: Katy Textor) 

“Hard Cases” - an interview with Dr. William Gahl, who runs the Undiagnosed 

Diseases Program at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland.  The 

program tries to diagnose illnesses which the best medical professionals have been unable 

to identify.  Includes interviews with patients Christine Davidson, Matthew Parker, and 

Sally Massagee; and with Tara Bennett, mother of Bryce, a four-year-old patient.  (C: 

Lara Logan - P: Howard L. Rosenberg) 

“Roger Waters” - an interview with musician Roger Waters, a former member of the 

rock band Pink Floyd.  Waters has transformed Pink Floyd’s 1979 album, “The Wall”, 

into a spectacular high tech rock stage show which is now touring North America.  (C: 

Steve Kroft - P: James Jacoby, Michael Karzis) 

 

05/27/12 PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Honoring Our Troops” 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

05/05/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Writing on the Wall” - a report on the investigation into 

the May 5, 2009 murders of the wife and two children of Christopher Coleman, the 

security chief for televangelist Joyce Meyer Ministries.  In Columbia, Illinois on the 

morning of May 5, Coleman called his neighbor, police detective Justin Barlow, and 

asked him to check on his wife, Sheri, and their two young sons, Gavin and Garett, after 

his own calls had gone unanswered. In months prior he had made local police aware of 

explicit death threats he was receiving regarding his involvement in Meyer’s ministry. 

Barlow entered the house that morning through an unlocked basement window and upon 

entry he found spray-painted messages on the walls, with the phrases “you have paid” 

and “punished”, and when he went upstairs he discovered the bodies of Coleman’s family 

strangled to death in each of their beds. An investigation began and soon after police 

discovered Coleman was having a serious affair with cocktail waitress Tara Lintz, a high 

school friend of Sheri’s.  Sheri’s friends came to her defense telling police Sheri said her 

husband was having an affair and if anything happened to her, Chris did it. Moreover, the 

crime scene lab found the handwriting on the wall matched up to Coleman’s script. Two 

weeks after the murders police had enough evidence to charge Coleman with first-degree 

murder of his family. The trial for Coleman began two years later and the prosecution’s 

computer experts discovered the e-mail threats came from Coleman’s laptop, and one can 

of the spray paint used on the walls of his house was purchased at a local hardware store 

with a computerized signature linked to Coleman. The jury needed more evidence 

though, and it came from one of the jurors who noticed the date on a picture of Coleman 

and Lintz kissing which proved Coleman lied to them about when the affair began. After 

a guilty verdict, the judge sentenced Coleman to life in prison.  48 HOURS MYSTERY 

spoke to Coleman by phone and he denied planning to divorce Sheri to marry his mistress 

and said he did not know who murdered his family. On Screen Text Graphics: Sheri’s 

family is suing Joyce Meyer Ministries. They claim the murders might have been 

prevented if the Ministries had investigated the threats more seriously. May 5th is the 

three-year anniversary of the murders of Sheri, Garett and Gavin Coleman.  Interviewed: 

Chris Coleman; Justin Barlow, detective; Joe Edwards, Columbia Police Chief; Major 

Jeff Connor, Major Case Squad, St. Louis; Vanessa Riegerix, neighbor; Nick Pistor, St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch reporter; Kathy LaPlante, Sheri’s friend; Angela DiCiccio, Sheri’s 

mother; Meegan Turnbeaugh, Sheri’s friend; Connie and Ron Coleman; Chris’ parents; 

Ed Parkinson, prosecutor; Bill Margulis, Chris’s lawyer; Gina West, juror; Olivia 



 

Shopinski, juror; Jonece Pearman, jury foreperson.  (C: Maureen Maher - P: Sara Ely 

Hulse, Clare Friedland) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

05/12/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Ransom” - a report on the mysterious 2008 disappearance of 

Robert Wiles, the son of millionaire business owner Tom Wiles, who received an e-mail 

ransom note demanding $750,000 for the safe return of the 26-year-old, who had been 

working at the family business, National Flight Services in Lakeland, Florida, an aircraft 

maintenance company with offices and clients worldwide.  On April 3, Tom Wiles 

opened an e-mail from his son Robert. It was a ransom demand signed, “Group X”, and 

asked for Tom to put $750,000 in Robert’s office if he ever wanted to see his son alive 

again.  Robert was last seen by his co-worker Stobert (Toby) Holt on April 1, 2008, and 

the kidnappers set a deadline of April 8th to receive the money. Tom involved the FBI 

with the ransom note, and when Tom arrived in Florida they set up a sting operation in 

Robert’s office to try to find out who the kidnappers were. After monitoring a box placed 

in Robert’s office filled with coffee that weighed the same as $750,000, days started to 

pass by with no one entering the room. Toby Holt, Operations Manager, was handpicked 

by Tom to assist the FBI in monitoring Robert’s office. There were no leads in the case 

until agents tracked Robert’s phone records to see which cell towers were used, and this 

lead them to subpoena the Florida Turnpike Authority to view video of toll booths on the 

Polk Parkway. When Tom viewed the tape, he recognized Toby Holt’s car pass through a 

toll. In the picture Toby’s right arm looks to be in a position of holding a phone, and 

when agents went through Holt’s phone record, it showed his number was not in use 

while going through the tolls, piquing the FBI’s interest. This is when the investigation, 

which had been focused on the Wiles’ family and an alcoholic ex-employee, Steve 

Lindsey, turned solely towards Toby Holt. When agents brought Holt in for questioning 

they determined his whereabouts on the night of Robert’s disappearance were 

unsubstantiated and he lied when he said he didn’t have any guns in his car when they 

found a handgun under the hood. Moreover, Holt was cheating on his wife with at least a 

dozen women. The FBI called in reinforcements to help move along the case with local 

police and detectives, and this group discovered Holt and Robert’s phones were traveling 

together to make for a good circumstantial case. On December 19, 2009 agents arrested 

Toby Holt for extortion, kidnapping, and first-degree murder. 48 HOURS MYSTERY 

spoke with Holt while he was in South County Jail through television cameras and 

monitors, and he maintained his innocence. The trial opened in January 2012 and the 

prosecution used phone records as evidence in addition to work e-mails, showcasing a 

contentious relationship between Robert and Holt as a motive.  Holt’s lawyer said he was 

taking a sip of Diet Dr. Pepper when the photo was taken of him going through the toll 

booth, not using a phone; he pinned everything on ex-worker Steve Lindsey. However, 

Steve Lindsey died of lung cancer while the case was under investigation. The jury spent 

four hours deliberating and the judge read, “...the defendant is guilty of manslaughter.” 

Holt was sentenced to 30 years in prison for manslaughter and extortion. Robert’s body 

has yet to be found. On Screen Text Graphics: Toby Holt is appealing his conviction 

based on insufficient evidence. Holt is currently scheduled for release in 2039. He will be 

72 years old.  Interviewed: Tom Wiles, Robert’s father; Audra Wiles, Robert’s sister; 

Pamela, Robert’s mother; Tierney Wiles, Robert’s sister; David Palmisano, Robert’s 

friend; Jim Bucenell, FBI Special Agent; Dan Kelly, FBI Special Agent; Janie Beard, 

Robert’s barber; Joel Valle, airplane engine repair company owner; Tommy Ray, Florida 

Special Agent; Cass Castillo, prosecutor; Howardene Garrett, Assistant Public Defender; 

Stobert (Toby) Holt, NFS worker; Beverly Holt, Toby’s ex-wife.  (C: Peter Van Sant - P: 

Allen Alter, Paul LaRosa) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

05/19/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: LIVE TO TELL: “An Officer and a Hero” - a report on the 

October 5, 2009 botched robbery and home invasion that left off-duty St. Louis Police 

Officer Isabella Lovadina and her then-boyfriend, firefighter Nick Koenig grievously 

wounded and his cousin Gina Stallis dead.  Lovadina and Koenig were taking an EMT 

class together in October 2009 in St. Louis, Missouri, and after class one evening they 

went to Nick’s grandmother’s house to study. When Nick walked Isabella to her car at 

12:30am, she placed her gun and bulletproof vest inside and went to give Nick a hug 

goodbye.  Two males approached them with guns drawn demanding whatever they had, 

and when Isabella said she didn’t have anything they pointed to Nick’s grandmother’s 

house and directed them to go inside. Isabella and Nick were forced to their knees in the 

hallway upon entry. One of the gunmen, described as wearing a red hoodie with two gold 

teeth, went upstairs where Ida Rask, Nick’s grandmother, his Aunt Rose, his cousin Gina 

Stallis and her two young sons were sleeping. The gunman forced Gina to carry a large 

TV down the stairs and the three women were then pressured to kneel next to Nick and 

Isabella while the two boys were left alone. Isabella decided to lunge up against the 

gunman described as wearing a black hoodie and started fighting with him, while Nick 

fought with the other man. Rose ran out the front door and started approaching 

neighbor’s houses for help, with no avail. Shots rung out and Isabella was struck by the 

man in the black hoodie five times, point blank; Nick was shot three times, and Gina 

suffered shots that killed her.  Gina’s son Sam, 9-years old at the time, called 911 and 

soon after police and EMT’s arrived. The intruders ran away before cops arrived. Isabella 

and Nick were rushed to the hospital.  Nick had a bullet stuck in the back of his neck, too 

close to the spinal cord to operate on. A short time after the robbery a man checked into 

the ER at Barnes Hospital across town with a gunshot wound in his hand, and the ER 

technician tending to him noticed his gold teeth, the red hoodie covered in blood, and told 

the cops immediately. Police arrived at Barnes Hospital and arrested Ledale Nathan when 

they identified his red hoodie, and chased the man in the black hoodie, Mario Coleman, 

into a park and arrested him. Police found Nick’s grandmother’s jewelry and a black gun 

tossed in the park nearby.  After Isabella identified the two men they were charged with 

first degree murder. Nathan was 16-years old at the time of the incident but he stood trial 

as an adult and the jury found him guilty. Coleman’s trial was next and he was also found 

guilty of murder. Rose Whitrock has taken custody of her grandchildren. Two and a half 

years after the incident Nick was in a car accident and soon after he coughed up the bullet 

that was lodged in his cervical spine. Isabella retired from the Police Department and at 

her final roll call Mayor Francis G. Slay of St. Louis proclaimed February 6, 2012 as 

Police Officer Isabella Lovadina day. On Screen Text Graphics: Mario Coleman and 

Ledale Nathan Jr. were sentenced to life without the possibility of parole. Nick hopes to 

one day finish the class he started and become an EMT.  Interviewed: Isabella Lovadina, 

victim; Nick Koenig, victim; Rose Whitrock, Nick’s aunt, victim; Ida Rask, Nick’s 

grandmother, victim; Sgt. Roger Engelhardt, St. Louis Police Dept.; Officer Lori Brewer, 

St. Louis Police Dept.; Beth Orwick, prosecutor; John Bird, prosecutor.  (Producers: 

Shoshanah Wolfson, Sara Rodriguez) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

05/26/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “One of Their Own” - a follow-up report about how and why 

decorated female Los Angeles Police Detective Stephanie Lazarus was charged with the 

1986 murder of Sherri Mae Rasmussen.  The victim, newly married to John Ruetten, 

Lazarus’ ex-boyfriend, was attacked, beaten and shot to death in her Los Angeles home.  

Police pursued a robbery motive, even though the only things missing were her car and 

her marriage certificate.  For more than two decades, her father, Nels Rasmussen, has 

been on a frustrating quest to find out the truth about his daughter’s murder.  Believing 

that Sherri’s husband, John Ruetten,  was not involved, he says he has tried many times 

to get the police to focus on John’s ex-girlfriend Stephanie Lazarus.  Sherri had told her 

family that Stephanie was still obsessed with John and believed that Sherri had stolen 

John away from her. Recently, the LAPD cold case squad quietly re-opened the case.  A 

piece of evidence -- a saliva sample taken from a bite mark on Sherri’s arm -- was sent to 

a DNA lab.  The results indicated that it belonged to a woman, and led police to suspect 

one of their own: Stephanie Lazarus.  Finally Nels Rasmussen felt that police where 

listening to him.  Detectives trailed Stephanie Lazarus to obtain a DNA sample and the 

results were stunning: the DNA from Sherri’s bite mark and that of Stephanie Lazarus 

matched.  In a covert operation, a team planned her arrest and in June 2009, Lazarus was 

charged with first-degree murder.  Her trial is expect to begin shortly.  05/22/10 onscreen 

text graphic: If convicted, Stephanie Lazarus could face life in prison.  A judge ruled out 

the death penalty.  07/19/11 updated onscreen text graphic: Stephanie Lazarus’s trial is 

set for August.  The 05/26/12 follow-up covers the trial of Stephanie Lazarus: The 

defense maintained the DNA evidence was mishandled for two decades while 

prosecutors still had a strong circumstantial case. After four weeks and over 60 witnesses, 

Lazarus was found guilty. At her sentencing Sherri’s mother, sister, and husband spoke to 

the court describing their own pain and highlighting the type of person Sherri Mae 

Rasmussen was. John Ruetten apologized to the Rasmussen family, feeling particularly 

sorry it was someone connected to him who committed the murder. A judge sentenced 

Lazarus to 27 years to life in the state penitentiary with a chance of parole after 16 years.  

On Screen Text Graphic for the 05/26/12 follow-up: The Rasmussen’s sued the LAPD 

for covering up a murder committed by one of their own. A judge dismissed the case. The 

family is appealing that decision. Interviewed: Andrew Blankstein and Joel Rubin, LA 

Times reporters; Sherri’s sister Teresa Lane; Nels and Loretta Rasmussen, Sherri’s 

parents; Jayne Goldberg and Peggy Crabtree, Sherri’s friends; Mark Overland, Lazarus’ 

attorney; John Taylor, the Rasmussen’s attorney; Alan Tarsky, Sherri’s neighbor; Burt 

Luper, a retired LAPD detective who is now on Lazarus’ defense team; Steven Lazarus, 

Stephanie’s brother.  (C: Maureen Maher - P: Ira Sutow, Taigi Smith, Greg Fisher, Avi 

Cohen) (Producers for the 05/26/12 rebroadcast: Ira Sutow, Taigi Smith, Greg Fisher, 

Avi Cohen, Linda Martin) (OAD: 05/22/10; 1st rebroadcast: 07/19/11, included an 

update.) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

05/29/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Murder In The OC” (10:00-11:00p) - an updated 

rebroadcast of a report on the 1994 murder of millionaire businessman Bill McLaughlin 

in his Newport Beach, California home.  After his divorce, McLaughlin, a devoted father 

and family man became involved with the much-younger Nanette Johnston, who it was 

later discovered, made a habit of seeking out wealthy men to date.  Following the murder, 

police initially considered a business associate, but then focused their investigation closer 

to home.  His ex-wife and daughters had airtight alibis.  Nanette Johnston’s alibi did not 

exactly check out: she had been at her son’s soccer game with another man, Eric 

Naposki.  McLaughlin’s family, when asked, knew nothing about him, but police referred 

to him as Nanette’s boyfriend.  In his first on-camera interview regarding the case, 

Naposki, once a professional football player for the NFL, says that Nanette Johnston was 

his girlfriend in 1994, and he had his own plans of marrying her.  He says that Johnston 

told him that McLaughlin was once her boss but had become her business partner and 

that there was no romantic relationship -- she had led him to believe that McLaughlin’s 

money was her own.  Though he was a suspect, police never had enough to bring the case 

to trial.  Nanette was charged with theft, pleaded guilty, served some time, and then 

married and divorced several very wealthy men.  Naposki moved on with his life; moving 

to the East Coast and becoming a personal trainer.  In 2009, police called the McLaughlin 

family and told them they had arrested Nanette Johnson Packard McNeill and Eric 

Naposki for the murder.  According to Naposki, the only person to profit from 

McLaughlin’s murder was Nanette.  With no fingerprints or DNA,  Orange County 

Deputy District Attorney Matt Murphy had no problem with Naposki’s attorneys blaming 

Johnston, but still believes Naposki pulled the trigger. After four weeks of trial, the jury 

convicted Naposki of murder.  10/29/11 on screen text graphic: Nanette Johnston sued 

the McLaughlin family soon after his murder for money she felt she was entitled to.  

They settled for $220,000.  Eric Naposki's lawyers have filed to overturn his conviction.  

They argue favorable evidence was lost because prosecutors waited so long to file 

charges.  The 05/29/12 update includes: At trial, Nanette Johnston was found guilty of 

murder. Eight months after his conviction, Eric Naposki contacted 48 HOURS with 

information which he said would reveal who really killed Bill McLaughlin. After pouring 

over evidence while incarcerated, he believes that Nanette arranged a hit for $50,000 with 

a Hollywood producer he had done business with and introduced her to. Police have 

investigated, but they consider the producer an unlikely suspect. Nanette Johnston was 

recently sentenced to life in prison.  Naposki continues his appeal. On Screen Text 

Graphic: Eric Naposki is now scheduled to be sentenced in August. Included interviews 

with: Matt Murphy, Orange County Assistant District Attorney; daughters Jenny 

McLaughlin and Kim McLaughlin; brother Patrick McLaughlin; Don Kalal, 

McLaughlin’s best friend; lead detective Tom Voth; Eric Naposki; Angela Licata, 

Naposki’s sister; Dave Matthews, Leonard Jomsky, Rob Frias, friends of Eric Naposki’s;  

Angelo McDonald, Gary Pohlson, John Pappalardo, Naposki’s defense attorneys; Larry 

Montgomery, investigator; Dave Byington, retired detective.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Patti 

Aronofsky, Gayane Keshishyan) (OAD: 10/29/11) 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS 
 

05/01/12 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: “Presidential Address - Live From Afghanistan” - 

live coverage of an address by President Obama to the United States from Afghanistan, in 

which he outlines a plan for the eventual withdrawal of the U.S. from Afghanistan.  The 

date of the address coincides with the first anniversary of the killing of Osama bin Laden. 

Origination: Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan.  Preceded and followed by Correspondents’ 

commentary.  Correspondents: Scott Pelley (anchor, NY); Norah O’Donnell (White 

House); David Martin (Pentagon) 

 

 



 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS (continued) 

 

05/20/12 60 MINUTES SPECIAL EDITION 

“Final Resting Place” - a report on problems at some of America’s cemeteries -- 

including exhuming bodies so plots can be resold -- which are raising questions about 

whether the multi-billion dollar business needs more monitoring.  A number of the 

cemeteries featured in the report belong to Service Corporation International (SCI), the 

largest provider of funeral and cemetery services in North America. Includes interviews 

with: Roxie Williams, Lucy Perez and Julie Ramirez, each of whom had reason to 

question the practices of a particular cemetery; Tom Dart, Cook County Sheriff; Josh 

Slocum, Executive Director, Funeral Consumers Alliance; Michael Avenatti, attorney 

investigating SCI-owned facilities all over the country; Paul Elvig, former cemetery 

operator and regulator.  (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Andy Court, Reuben Heyman-Kantor) 

“Tel Aviv” - a report on daily life in Tel Aviv, Israel’s largest city.  Includes interviews 

with: Ron Huldai, Mayor of Tel Aviv; Arik Kneller, literary agent, Tel Aviv; Gideon 

Levy, Israeli newspaper columnist; Yossi Vardi, Israeli high-tech entrepreneur; Asaf 

Zamir, Tel Aviv Deputy Mayor; Noa Tishby, actress; Gal Uchovsky, gay activist and 

Israeli magazine columnist.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon) 

“The Many Meryls” - an interview / profile of actress Meryl Streep, including excerpts 

of her latest film, “The Iron Lady”, about former British prime minister Margaret 

Thatcher.  (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning) (OAD: 12/18/11 on 60 MINUTES; 

and 02/05/12 on 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Three Remarkable Women”) 

Update: “The Raptor” (OAD: 05/06/12) 

 

05/27/12 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Honoring Our Troops” 

“Never Seen the Like” - an interview with Dakota Meyer, a 21-year-old Marine 

awarded the Medal of Honor for his efforts to save four members of his unit who were 

trapped by a Taliban ambush in the Ganjgal Valley in Afghanistan. After many requests 

for help had been denied by his superiors, Meyer took matters into his own hands, going 

through a gauntlet of Taliban fire five times in an attempt to save his comrades.  Also 

interviewed: Col. Richard Hooker (Ret.), whose investigation into the incident found the 

officers in charge to be negligent in refusing to send help; Susan Price, mother of Sgt. 

Aaron Kenefick, who was killed at Ganjgal; Charlene Westbrook, widow of Sgt. Kenneth 

Westbrook, who also died as a result of his injuries at Ganjgal.  (C: David Martin - P: 

Mary Walsh, Tadd J. Lascari) (OAD: 09/18/11 ON 60 MINUTES) 

“Operation Proper Exit” - a report on a therapy program run by the U.S. military in 

which soldiers who were wounded in the Iraq war, and who now suffer post traumatic 

stress disorder in addition to the effects of their physical injuries,  are brought back to 

Iraq in an effort to provide emotional closure for them by returning to the battlefield 

where they were injured. Includes interviews with: Marine Corporal Matt Bradford; 

Army Lieutenant Ed Salau; Army Private Steven Cornford; Rick Kell, founder of 

Operation Proper Exit.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster) (OAD: 11/06/11 on 60 

MINUTES) 

“Marine Brothers” - a report on five sets of brothers, all Marines, who serve in the same 

battalion in Afghanistan.  Includes interviews with: Lance Cpl. Joshua Beans and Cpl. 

Daniel Beans; Lance Cpl. Will Hernandez; Gunnery Sgt. Hector Vega; Lt. Col. Todd 

Zink, commanding officer, Lone Star Battalion; Major Mark Wood, company 

commander, Lone Star Battalion; Lone Star Battalion. (C: Lara Logan - P: Tom 

Anderson, Richard Butler) (OAD: 01/08/12 on 60 MINUTES) 
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FACE THE NATION 
 

06/03/12 Guests: David Axelrod, Senior Strategist, Obama Campaign (1); Reince Priebus, 

Chairman, Republican National Committee (RNC) (2); Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison 

(R-TX) (3); Michael Gerson, Washington Post (3); former Governor Ed Rendell (D-PA), 

author, “A Nation of Wusses: How America's Leaders Lost the Guts to Make Us Great” 

(3); Bob Shrum, The Week (3); David Sanger, The New York Times, author, “Confront 

and Conceal: Obama's Secret Wars and Surprising Use of American Power” (4); Daniel 

Klaidman, Newsweek, author, “Kill or Capture: The War on Terror and the Soul of the 

Obama Presidency” (4) 

1) Topics include: experience at a recent rally in Boston, Massachusetts, where 

Republican campaign staff organized a rally to drown out the speakers / criticism of Mitt 

Romney’s economic record while governor of Massachusetts and his work at Bain 

Capital; call for Congress to start working with President Obama on fixing the economy; 

response to the negative reviews of the Obama campaign’s political advertisement 

regarding Mr. Romney’s work at Bain Capital; reaction to stories mentioning Mr. 

Axelrod in two new books on foreign policy from David Sanger and Daniel Klaidman 

2) Topics include: status of the upcoming recall election in Wisconsin; criticism of Mr. 

Axelrod; Mr. Romney’s trip to the Solyndra Plant, with members of the press, to 

highlight “this President’s foray into venture capitalism” / specifics of Mr. Romney’s 

plan for improving the economy; belief that President Obama is unable to lead the 

country and fix the economy 

3) Topics include: explanation by Mr. Rendell of the meaning behind the title of his 

book; reactions from the panel to the use of the term ‘moderate’ when referring 

negatively to a candidate in political advertising / belief that the Republican party has 

moved very far to the right; thoughts on the campaigns of both President Obama and Mr. 

Romney / differing viewpoints as to whether or not President Obama is running a 

negative campaign / support for and criticism against Mr. Romney’s record at Bain 

Capital 

4) Topics include: clarification that one of the stories mentioning Mr. Axelrod was 

actually from an article in The New York Times, and not written by either Mr. Sanger or 

Mr. Klaidman; Mr. Sanger’s book and recent piece in The New York Times, detailing the 

covert cyber attack by the United States and Israel against Iran and designed to damage 

their nuclear development program; Mr. Klaidman’s book on the increase in drone and 

technological attacks and President Obama’s increased role in making decisions against 

those seen as a threat to the United States 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: A 1976 appearance by President Gerald Ford, who 

was being challenged by California Governor Ronald Reagan for the Republican 

nomination. 

 

 



 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

06/10/12 Guests: Governor Scott Walker (R-WI) (1); Governor Martin O’Malley (D-MD), 

Chairman, Democratic Governors Association (2); Richard Trumka, President, AFL-CIO 

(2); Bob Woodward, The Washington Post (3); Carl Bernstein, Vanity Fair (3); Senator 

Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Chairwoman, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (4); 

Representative Mike Rogers (R-MI), Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee on 

Intelligence (4) 

1) Topics include: reaction to President Obama’s June 8th statement on the economy, that 

the “private sector is doing fine” / interpretation of Republican presidential nominee Mitt 

Romney’s response to President Obama’s comment on the economy; praise for Mr. 

Romney’s record in the private sector / call for Mr. Romney to become a reformer; belief 

that Wisconsin is very much “up in the air” as to which candidate will win the state in the 

upcoming presidential election 

2) Topics include: Governor Walker’s recent victory in the Wisconsin recall election / 

criticism for Governor Walker’s record as a job creator; reaction to President Obama’s 

June 8th statement on the economy; role of labor unions in the Wisconsin recall election; 

need to focus on jobs and job creation in the upcoming presidential election 

3) Topics include: the fortieth anniversary of the Watergate break-in / new information 

related to the break-in, from an article in today’s edition of The Washington Post, by Mr. 

Bernstein and Mr. Woodward / the Nixon tapes and how they help to reveal the enormity 

of the crime / President Richard Nixon’s anti-Semitism and belief that the presidency was 

to be used “as an instrument of personal revenge or reward” / thoughts on President 

Gerald Ford’s decision to pardon Mr. Nixon so that the country could move on from the 

scandal; thoughts on the recent leaks of classified information related to the cyber war 

that the United States is waging against Iran, as well as information related to drone 

attacks 

4) Topics include: announcement from the Justice Department that two U.S. attorneys 

have been assigned to investigate the recent leaks of classified information pertaining to 

the cyber war that the United States is waging against Iran, as well as information related 

to drone attacks / commitment to an investigation that isn’t partisan or ideologically 

driven / President Obama’s denial that the leaks came from the White House / rumors 

that the leaks were motivated by the White House’s desire to make President Obama look 

“good” 

 

 



 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

06/17/12 Guests: Mitt Romney, Republican presidential nominee (1); former Vermont Governor 

Howard Dean, former Chairman, Democratic National Committee (2); Senator Lindsey 

Graham (R-SC) (2); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (3) (4); Peggy 

Noonan, The Wall Street Journal (3); Rich Lowry, Contributor, Fox News; Columnist, 

Time; Editor, The National Review (3) 

1) Topics include: President Obama’s June 15th announcement regarding his plan to 

grant legal status to the children of some illegal immigrants; Mr. Romney’s plans for 

health care should the Supreme Court decide against President Obama’s health care plan; 

thoughts on the state of the American economy, especially in light of the faltering 

European economy / continuing support for anti-tax advocate Grover Norquist’s pledge 

for “no new taxes under any circumstance”; opinion on taking military action against 

Iran; lessons from the campaign trail / pledge” to get America right”; meaning of Father’s 

Day; his wife, Ann Romney 

2) Topics include: reaction to President Obama’s June 15th announcement regarding his 

plan to grant legal status to the children of some illegal immigrants / opinion of Mr. 

Romney’s stance on immigration and his reaction to President Obama’s statement; 

rethinking the Grover Norquist tax pledge / agreement regarding the need for both 

entitlement reform and tax revenue 

3) Topics include: reaction to comments from Mr. Romney regarding immigration and 

education / opinion that Mr. Romney was evasive in his answers and did not offer 

specifics and details; economic crisis in Europe / Mr. Romney’s support for the Grover 

Norquist tax pledge; thoughts on the campaigns of both Mr. Romney and President 

Obama; what Mr. Romney should be looking for in a running mate 

4) Google Hangout topic: the role of young voters in Campaign 2012.  Participants: 

Heather Smith, president, Rock the Vote; Biko Baker, executive director, The League of 

Young Voters; Kristen Solts, communications advisor, Crossroads Generation; Rod 

Snyder, president, Young Democrats of America; Lisa Stickan, chairman, Young 

Republican National Federation.  Host: John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director 

 

 



 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

06/24/12 Guests: Governor Rick Perry (R-TX), former Republican presidential candidate (1); 

former Governor Tim Pawlenty (R-MN), former Republican presidential candidate (2); 

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa (D-Los Angeles, CA), Chairman, Democratic National 

Convention (3); Eric Fehrnstrom, Senior Advisor, Romney campaign (4); Stephanie 

Cutter, Deputy Campaign Manager, Obama 2012 (4); Dan Balz, The Washington Post 

(5); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (5); Norah O’Donnell, CBS News 

Chief White House Correspondent (5); Joe Klein, Columnist, Time (5) 

1) Topics include: support for Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney / criticism 

against President Obama / justification from Governor Perry for things he said about Mr. 

Romney during the campaign; reaction to President Obama’s June 15th announcement 

regarding his plan to grant legal status to the children of some illegal immigrants; 

President Obama’s use of his executive privilege in denying Congress documents related 

to the Fast and Furious investigation / call for transparency from President Obama; 

advice to President Obama to stop attacking Mr. Romney on his business record and 

work at Bain Capital 

2) Topics include: appreciation for , but lack of interest in, being asked to be Mr. 

Romney’s running mate / details behind the Romney campaign’s weekend retreat in 

Utah; defense of Mr. Romney’s decision not to present any specifics regarding his plans 

for the United States should he become president / criticism of President Obama’s 

handling of the economy 

3) Topics include: reaction to Mr. Romney’s criticism of President Obama’s June 15th 

announcement regarding his plan to grant legal status to the children of some illegal 

immigrants, claiming that it was politically motivated / opinion that Mr. Romney will not 

be able to secure forty percent of the Latino vote / the minimal impact that the selection 

of Florida Senator Marco Rubio as his running mate would have on securing the Latino 

vote 

4) Topics include: reaction to criticism that both campaigns are relying on social media, 

such as Twitter,  too much and therefore reducing the depth of their message / assertion 

from each individual campaign that their candidate has laid out his agenda / dueling 

criticism of both the Obama and Romney campaigns / denial from the Romney campaign 

that it asked Republican governors not to discuss the improving economy in their states 

5) Topics include: potential impact that the upcoming ruling by the Supreme Court on the 

Affordable Care Act could have on each candidate; the possibility that the House of 

Representatives may vote to hold Attorney General Eric Holder in contempt with regards 

to the Fast and Furious investigation; thoughts on the campaign and each of the 

candidates, obtained through interaction with the American public by members of the 

round table 

6) Face The Nation Flashback topic: An October 6, 1991 appearance by Democratic 

presidential candidate Bill Clinton, in which he discussed his plans for reforming health 

insurance. 

 

 



 

60 MINUTES 
 

06/03/12 “SpaceX” - an interview with Internet billionaire Elon Musk, who co-founded PayPal 

and now has invested $100 million into his company “SpaceX” (Space Exploration 

Technologies), which is competing for a NASA contract to build America’s next manned 

spacecraft. Also includes comments by SpaceX engineers Garrett Reisman (a former 

NASA astronaut), Kevin Brogan, Steve Davis, and Caroline Conley.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Harry A. Radliffe II) (OAD: 03/18/12) 

“The Murder of An American Nazi” - a report on the murder of Jeff Hall, a leader in 

the National Socialist Movement (NSM), the largest neo-Nazi group in the country.  He 

was killed in his Riverside, California home by his ten-year-old son, Joseph, who used 

his parents’ loaded gun. The report examines the circumstances that led Hall to become a 

Nazi, and the motivation of his son to murder him.  Also includes interviews with: Joann 

Patterson, Jeff Hall’s mother; Greg Rowe, police detective; Michael Soccio, prosecutor; 

Jeff Schoep, commander, National Socialist Movement; Megan Hall, Jeff Hall’s sister.  

Includes footage of the groups’s meetings, filmed by photographer Julie Platner.  (C: 

Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On) (OAD: 09/25/11) 

“Angelina” - an interview / profile of film star Angelina Jolie, who has written and 

directed an upcoming film, “In The Land of Blood and Honey,” about the war in Bosnia 

in the early nineties.  Includes comments by actress Zana Marjanovic and actor Goran 

Kostic.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Tom Anderson) (OAD: 11/27/11) 

 

06/10/12 “Defense Secretary Panetta” - an interview / profile of Secretary of Defense Leon 

Panetta.  Among the topics of discussion are the potential response of the United States 

should Iran develop a nuclear weapon; and the elimination of Osama bin Laden when 

Panetta was head of the CIA, including his personal suspicion that someone in the 

Pakistani government knew of bin Laden’s presence there.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry 

Schuster) (OAD: 01/29/12) 

“Big Game Hunting” - a report on Texas ranchers who breed exotic big game African 

animals, some of which are either endangered or extinct in the wild.  The ranchers allow 

the animals to roam free on their large ranches, and charge hunters  substantial fees to 

hunt them for sport.  The ranchers claim they are preserving these species; animal rights 

people strongly disagree.  Includes interviews with: Charly Seale, Texas rancher and 

executive director of the Exotic Wildlife Association; Priscilla Feral, president, Friends 

of Animals; David Bamberger, Texas rancher; Pat Condy, conservationist.  (C: Lara 

Logan - P: Max McClellan) (OAD: 01/29/12) 

“The Book of Mormon: Parker & Stone” - an interview / profile of Trey Parker and 

Matt Stone, creators of Comedy Central’s “South Park”, and also creators of Broadway’s 

musical comedy hit, “The Book of Mormon”. Also includes comments by: Ann Garefino, 

executive producer, “South Park”; Scott Rudin, film and theatrical producer.  (C: Steve 

Kroft - P: Graham Messick) (OAD: 09/25/11) 

 

 



 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

06/17/12 “Insiders” - a report on how members of Congress can legally take part in insider trading 

and buy stock based on their access to non-public information.  Includes interviews with: 

Peter Schweizer, fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University; and Brian Baird, former 

Washington State congressman.  Also includes comments from former House Speaker 

Nancy Pelosi and current House Speaker John Boehner, given in response to questions 

from Correspondent Steve Kroft at their individual news conferences.  (C: Steve Kroft - 

P: Ira Rosen, Gabrielle Schonder) (OAD: 11/13/11) 

“UMBC: Freeman Hrabowski” - an interview / profile of Freeman Hrabowski, 

president of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC).  Under his 

leadership, this state university has become a well-known producer of outstanding 

scientists and engineers, many of whom are minorities.  Also includes interviews with: 

students Francois Rice, Rahel Zeman, Eleban Ortiz; Kafui Dzirasa, M.D., PhD., Duke 

University researcher.  (C: Byron Pitts - P: David Schneider) (OAD: 11/13/11) 

“Taylor Swift” - an interview / profile of 21-year-old singer-songwriter Taylor Swift, a 

success in both country and pop music.  Also includes comments by Bill Werde, editorial 

director of Billboard Magazine; Andrea Swift, Taylor’s mother; Scott Borchetta, CEO, 

Big Machine Records (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari Finkelstein) (OAD: 11/20/11) 

 

06/24/12 “Greg Mortenson” - a profile of best-selling non-fiction author Greg Mortenson, and an 

investigation into questions being raised about the veracity of certain aspects of his 

works, including “Three Cups of Tea”, and about the use of the nearly sixty million 

dollars donated to his nonprofit organization, the Central Asia Institute, whose mission is 

to promote education in remote parts of Pakistan and Afghanistan.  Includes interviews 

with: Jon Krakauer, author and mountaineer; Mansur Khan Mahsud, research director of 

an Islamabad think tank; Daniel Borochoff, president, American Institute of 

Philanthropy; Ted Callahan, anthropologist.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Andy Court, Kevin 

Livelli, Maria Usman) (OAD: 04/17/11) 

“Howard Buffett” - an interview / profile of Howard Buffett, son of billionaire investor 

and philanthropist Warren Buffett.  Howard Buffett has been a farmer for most of his life, 

and he uses his farming skills, and his father’s money, to help alleviate world hunger 

through agriculture training and education. His father has designated him as the next 

chairman of Berkshire Hathaway Inc., Buffett’s multinational conglomerate holding 

company.  Also includes comments by Warren Buffett.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Karen M. 

Sughrue, Julie Holstein) (OAD: 12/11/11) 

“Novak Djokovic” - a profile / interview with Novak Djokovic, the number one tennis 

player in the world. In his native country of Serbia, he is a hero.  Also includes an 

interviews with Jelena Gencic, Djokovic’s first coach.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Draggan 

Mihailovich) (OAD: 03/25/12) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

06/02/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Secrets of a Marriage” - a report on questions surrounding 

the apparent suicide of Jocelyn Earnest, a successful businesswoman who was found 

dead in her Forest, Virginia home in December 2007, from a gunshot wound to her head -

- with a revolver by her side and a suicide note on the  floor.  Investigators believe that 

the scene was set up: she was shot, her body was then moved and the scene arranged to 

suggest a sexual assault. Also, the note mentioned financial problems and a new love. To 

the investigators, it did not seem like a suicide note. They also found two fingerprints on 

the note they say matched those of her estranged husband Wesley Earnest, who was 

living and working in Chesapeake, Virginia -- more than three hours away.  Jocelyn and 

Wesley Earnest met and married in 1995. With both making good salaries, they decided 

to build a multi-million dollar vacation getaway home on Smith Mountain Lake; but soon 

after, the couple’s nine-year marriage was crumbling.  Wesley was seeing another 

woman, Shameka Wright.  When Jocelyn learned about Shameka Wright, she and 

Wesley separated and she filed for divorce.  As the divorce proceedings started, it was the 

lake house they fought over: she wanted it sold.  Investigators say he didn’t want to let it 

go.  In fact, Wesley, who was in charge of the couple’s finances, was in a fix with loans, 

credit card debt and a more than $6000-a-month mortgage on the lake house.  

Investigators thought Wesley Earnest had killed Jocelyn for money.  Fifteen months after 

the death, another bizarre twist occurred in this case: the multi-million dollar lake house 

burned to the ground while Wesley Earnest was out on bond awaiting trial.  Investigators 

believed he was involved because the huge insurance payoff would resolve a lot of debt.  

At his April 2010 trial, the prosecution painted Earnest as a manipulative, desperate, 

greedy man who staged the murder scene and typed the suicide note himself. The jury 

found him guilty, but a mistrial was declared when it was revealed that jurors had read 

Jocelyn’s journals, which had been ruled inadmissable, but were mistakenly provided to 

the jury.  Seven months later, and more than two-and a half years after Jocelyn Earnest’s 

death, another trial began.  Once again, Wesley Earnest was found guilty of first-degree 

murder. The jury recommended a sentence of life in prison plus three years. The judge 

agreed. Onscreen text graphic: Wesley Earnest’s first appeal was denied. Earnest and 

Shameka Wright have ended their relationship.  On screen text graphic for the 06/02/12 

rebroadcast: Wesley Earnest is appealing his conviction. Earnest and Shameka Wright 

have ended their relationship.  Included interviews with: Wesley Earnest; his mother 

Patricia Wimmer; his girlfriend Shameka Wright;  Jocelyn Earnest’s sister Laura Rogers, 

mother Joyce Young and father Bill Branham; Marcy Shepherd, close friend of 

Jocelyn’s; investigators Mike Mayhew and Gary Babb; Joey Sanzone, defense lawyer; 

prosecutors Wes Nance and Randy Krantz; Wesley Earnest’s friends Tim McGovern, 

Sonya Stevens; Jocelyn Earnest’s friend Jennifer Kerns.  (C: Tracy Smith - P: Marcelena 

Spencer) (OAD: 12/03/11) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

06/05/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Facebook Detectives” (10:00-11:00p) - A report about 

three Texas housewives, Tammye Markle, Joni Shannon and Tina Wiley, who call 

themselves the “Facebook Detectives” and who used the Internet to try to find their friend 

Lisa Stone, who disappeared from her Dallas home in June 2010.  The four women had 

been friends in high school, but now kept in touch with each other via Facebook.  Lisa 

posted every day, and her friends became worried when she abruptly stopped posting in 

June 2010.  They confronted Lisa’s former life partner Sherry Henry, who said that Lisa 

was out of town.  That is also what she told the police.  The three friends did not believe 

her and feared for Lisa’s safety.  They formed a Facebook page dedicated to finding Lisa.  

One evening when Joni Shannon was going back to question Sherry Henry, she realized 

that Sherry was in the car next to hers and she followed her.  Sherry pulled in to a 7-11 

parking lot, took things out of her car and put them into a dumpster.  When Sherry left, 

Joni examined the dumpster and found personal items which had belonged to Lisa, 

including her birth certificate.  When the women brought this new information to the 

attention of the police, they agreed to take another look at the case.  The police 

confronted Sherry Henry, who  still insisted that she did not know where Lisa was.  She 

said that Lisa had financial problems and was dependent on medication for depression.  

Sherry claimed she was also using cocaine.  Sherry said Lisa often went off for a few 

days, and that is why she didn’t file a missing persons report.  Homicide detective Jim 

Gallagher believes that Lisa Stone is dead.  He feels that Sherry Henry is a person of 

interest in the case, but does not have enough evidence against her.  Sherry Henry insists 

she is innocent and does not know where Lisa is.  Lisa’s friends are continuing their 

investigation on Facebook.  Onscreen text graphics: The Facebook Detectives have a 

foundation helping others to use the power and community of Facebook to find missing 

people.  Interviewed: Tammye Markle, Tina Wiley, Joni Shannon; Sherry Henry; Juanita 

Burris and Susan Scott, neighbors of Lisa; Pat James, friend of Lisa; Detective Jim 

Gallagher of the Dallas Police Department.  (C: Maureen Maher - P: Chuck Stevenson, 

Lucy L. Scott) (OAD: 05/07/11) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

06/09/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Redemption Song” - a report on the 1985 death of Natalie 

Antonetti, a woman who was part of the Austin, Texas music community.  She was found 

beaten at home by her son, Johnny Goodie, and remained in a coma for two weeks before 

she died.  The police investigation at the time focused on Marty Odem, a restaurant 

manager and sometime male stripper, who had a track record of violence.  Police just did 

not have enough to go on, and he was never charged.  He was later convicted of an 

unrelated rape and sent to prison; police then considered the case closed.  In 2007, Austin 

Police Detective Tom Walsh reopened the cold case when an anonymous call came in 

naming Dennis Davis, a well-known name in the Austin music scene as a suspect.  Davis 

had dated Antonetti, and at the time had what seemed like a solid alibi. But now, his wife, 

Becki Davis, was the one who called the police.  Detective Walsh has found several 

women who have become key players in the investigation: Davis’ then-girlfriend 

Ampour Garcia-Crow is certain he was not with her on the night in question; Linda Bless, 

who has seen his anger; and an ex-girlfriend Gelinda, who says that Dennis Davis 

confessed the murder to her.  In 2009, 24 years after the murder, Davis was arrested.  In 

April 2011, the case went to trial.  Though the prosecution’s case was largely 

circumstantial, they had the phone call that started in all.  Dennis Davis was found guilty 

of the murder.  At the sentencing hearing there was another shock: Becki and Dennis 

Davis had reconciled.  He was sentenced to 36 years behind bars.  The defense team still 

insisted they had a solid rebuttal but were unable to present their case.  On screen 

graphic: Dennis Davis will be eligible for parole in 2028.  He will be 78.  He is 

appealing the verdict.  The 06/09/12 v/o epilogue: A year after the verdict, the DA's 

office decided to take another look at the physical evidence in this case, and compare it to 

two similar crimes in Austin from the 1980s. They will search for DNA to see if it 

matches that of a suspect in those cases. ADA Mark Pryor says he's "happy to have a 

look" but, he says, he's confident the jury convicted the right man for murdering Natalie 

Antonetti.  Included interviews with: Natalie Antonetti’s son and musician Johnny 

Goodie; Mark Pryor, Austin Assistant District Attorney; Mark Hallman, Antonetti’s 

friend; Austin Police Detective Tom Walsh; Dennis Davis, the suspect; Davis’ former 

girlfriends, Amparo Garcia-Crow and Linda Bless; defense attorneys Wade Russell, 

Efrain De La Fuente.  (C: Tracy Smith - P: Chuck Stevenson, Sarah Prior) (OAD: 

10/15/11.  The 06/09/12 rebroadcast contains an update in the form of a v/o epilogue.) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

06/12/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Name, Rank, Serial Killer?” (10:00-11:00p) - a report on 

Colonel Russell Williams, a highly-regarded Canadian military officer, and a crime spree 

that began with a series of bizarre thefts of lingerie and ultimately led to the discovery 

that he was a serial killer.  In 2007, a series of crimes occurred in and around the town of 

Tweed, Ontario, where Col. Williams lived. In 2009, Laurie Massicotte, one of Williams’ 

neighbors, was sexually terrorized in her home. Shortly afterwards, Marie France 

Comeau, a corporal at Trenton Airbase, where Williams was stationed, was beaten, 

raped, and suffocated to death. There were no leads in either case. Two months later, 

Jessica Lloyd went missing in the nearby town of Belleville, and authorities discovered 

their first solid clues: tire tracks and boot prints.  In 2010, Col. Williams was stopped at a 

random roadblock.  Police noticed his tire tracks matched the ones found near Jessica 

Lloyd’s home.  He was brought in for questioning and the ensuing battle of wits between 

the colonel and Det. Sergeant Jim Smith, the police interrogator from the Ontario 

Provincial Police, would uncover the details of  his chilling double life.  After nine hours 

of interrogation, he confessed, and told police where they could find videos of the crimes.   

The most surprising evidence however, were the trophies Williams kept to commemorate 

his crimes: thousands of underpants, bras and camisoles, found in his garage, and photos 

of him modeling the items.  Authorities also found child pornography on his computer.  

In a deal that almost fell apart over the pornography issue, Williams pleaded guilty to the 

murders of Comeau and Lloyd, to two sexual assaults and to eighty-two counts of 

breaking and entering -- the bizarre underwear thefts that started it all.  The judge 

sentenced him to the maximum, life behind bars, which he is serving at the penitentiary 

in Kingston, Ontario.  Although the Canadian government stripped Williams of his rank, 

burned his uniform and crushed his car, he got to keep his air force pension.  Concluding 

onscreen graphic: Laurie Massicotte is planning to sue the Ontario police for failing to 

protect her from Russell Williams.  Onscreen text graphic for the 08/02/11 

rebroadcast: Russell Williams’ first assault victim is suing for 2.6 million dollars in 

damages.  Laurie Massicotte is also suing Williams for damages; and she is suing the 

Ontario provincial police for failing to protect her. Onscreen text graphic for the 

06/12/12 rebroadcast: Jessica Lloyd's family, Laurie Massicotte and the first assault 

victim are all suing Russell Williams for damages totaling more than $13 million. Laurie 

Massicotte is also suing the Ontario Provincial Police Department for failing to protect 

her after Williams assaulted a woman in her neighborhood. Interviewed: Laurie 

Massicotte, Anne Marsand Cook, victims; Tim Appleby, crime reporter who is writing a 

book about Williams; Angus Watt, retired general; Paul Ciolino, 48 HOURS consultant; 

Andy Lloyd, brother of Jessica Lloyd; Jeff Farquhar, college roommate; Alain Plante, ex-

boyfriend of Marie France Commeau.  (C: Susan Spencer - P: Joshua Yager, Susan 

Mallie)  (OAD: 04/09/11; 1st rebroadcast: 08/02/11) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

06/16/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “House of Secrets” - On September 4, 2006, Kathy Wangler, 

wife of anesthesiologist Dr. Mark Wangler, died from carbon monoxide poisoning in 

their home in Lima, Ohio.  Their thirty-year marriage had been falling apart; three years 

later, in 2009, investigators came to the conclusion that Dr. Wangler had murdered his 

wife.  They did not believe his story that the death was caused due to a faulty water 

heater.  On the night in question, Mark was sleeping downstairs with the window open 

and had a fan blowing.  Fourteen months after Kathy’s death, Mark had gotten remarried 

to Esther Erkman, a woman he met at church.  Esther, along with Mark and Kathy’s two 

son’s, believed him to be innocent.  Kathy’s mother and sisters felt that since Mark was 

familiar with gasses that he was able to plan and execute the perfect murder.  Mark was 

arrested and the case was brought to trial.  The jury found him guilty of aggravated 

murder and he was sentenced to life in prison.  Onscreen text graphics: Mark Wangler 

will be eligible for parole in twenty-five years.  He will be eighty years old.  Kathy’s 

$600,000 life insurance policy was split between her two sons.  Her mother plans to file a 

wrongful death suit against Mark Wangler. Onscreen text graphic for the 06/16/12 

rebroadcast: Mark Wangler will be eligible for parole in 25 years; He will be 80 years 

old. Wangler is appealing his conviction. Kathy’s $600,000 life insurance policy was 

split between her two sons. Interviewed: Mark Wangler; Esther Erkman, Mark’s second 

wife; Aaron Wangler, Mark and Kathy’s son; Juergen Waldick, Allen County Prosecutor; 

Sara Schlarman, Kathy’s mother; Sherry Miller, Heidi Frederick, Kathy’s friends; Joann 

Zacharias and Diana Boedicker, Kathy’s sisters; Rodney Null, Kathy’s professor at Ohio 

State University; Clyde Breitigan, investigator; Chris McDowell, Mark’s defense 

attorney.  (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Alec Sirken, Clare Friedland, Avi Cohen) (OAD: 

05/20/11) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

06/19/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Murder at the Manor” (10:00-11:00p) - a report about 

Harold “H” Landry,  a self-made Cajun millionaire who left behind his life in Louisiana 

to pursue an international romance with a British woman he met online and how this 

seemingly perfect relationship ended when Lucy Landry was murdered at their home in 

February 2010. Landry confessed to stabbing his wife to death.  Landry, or “H”, as he is 

known to his friends, is a larger-than-life man who, after making a fortune in Louisiana, 

went looking for love online at the age of fifty-three. In 1989, he met Lucy Davies, a 28-

year-old woman with a child who lived in the United Kingdom. His friends thought the 

romance seemed more like a business deal, and when Lucy became pregnant, Landry 

settled into a new life as a retiree and new father. Ten years later, Lucy asked for a 

divorce. According to his friends, he was in a terrible state and didn’t know what to do. 

Then Lucy Landry was dead. He didn’t deny that he killed her. The trial began for “the 

American Millionaire Murderer”, as he was known in England, and the past came back to 

haunt him.  In 1994, Landry had shot a man named Chris Pine, the angry husband of his 

girlfriend at the time.  According to his attorney, who subsequently became a friend, his 

defense was that it was self-defense. He listened to his lawyer and was found guilty of the 

much lesser charge -- aggravated battery.  He appealed, and eventually all he got was 

probation, a fine and some community service.  Shortly afterwards, he began his new life 

with Lucy, who, he says, knew all about his previous crime. According to his friends, the 

marriage was collapsing because Landry believed Lucy was having an affair.  He went to 

Mexico to cool off and when he returned, she had moved her boyfriend into the house. 

He was furious; divorce proceedings began -- and then Lucy Landry was dead.  Shortly 

afterwards, the trial began, with Landry receiving an initial advantage: the Chris Pine 

shooting was ruled as inadmissible.  His lawyers argued that the fight was the latest and 

last example of Lucy goading him with never-ending financial demands and threats.  In a 

relatively brief trial, very different from American standards, that lasted eight days, 

Landry was convicted of murder. On screen text graphic: Landry is planning to appeal 

both murder conviction and sentence, a process which may take years.  Interviewed: 

Harold “H” Landry; Lucy Landry’s son James, from a previous marriage; Landry friends 

Wanda and Ernie Richardson; Pat Fanning (lawyer and friend); Helen Knifton; Police 

Officers Steve Elcocks, Ian Booth, Barney Tyrney; Kristin Harton (Landry family 

babysitter from 1994); Richard Vernalls, reporter, Worcester News; Andy Childs, one of 

Landry’s attorneys.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Allen Alter) (OAD: 11/26/11) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

06/23/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: "Long Island Serial Killer" - a followup report to “Long 

Island Serial Killer” (OAD: 07/12/11; 1st rebroadcast: 12/17/11) on the disappearance of 

professional escort Shannan Gilbert, near Gilgo Beach, New York.  The search for 

Shannan led to the discovery of a total of ten bodies in the scrub brush of Gilgo Beach, 

Long Island, New York, leading police to suspect the work of a serial killer. In this 

report, Suffolk County Police Commissioner Richard Dormer appears in his first one-on-

one interview with Correspondent Erin Moriarty since remains identified as Shannan’s 

were found this week.  The other identified bodies included: Melissa Barthelemy, Amber 

Costello, Megan Waterman, and Maureen Brainard-Barnes, all who had been working as 

escorts, advertising their services on Craigslist.  After police found and identified the 

previous four women, they discovered more bodies and body parts along the beach.  

Possible suspects include: Joseph Brewer, who hired Shannan; Michael Pak, Shannan’s 

driver, who took her to Brewer’s house; and Peter Hackett, a retired emergency services 

doctor who called Shannan’s mother a few days after she went missing. Interviewed: 

Sherre and Sarra Gilbert, Shannan’s sisters; Suffolk County Police Commissioner 

Richard Dormer (new and original footage); Attorney Robin Sax who was hired by the 

Gilbert family to help with the investigation of Shannan’s disappearance; Gus Colletti, 

whose house Shannan ran to for help, resident of Oak Beach and neighbor of Joseph 

Brewer; Lynn Barthelemy, Melissa’s mother; Steven Cohen, the Barthelemy family 

attorney; Vernon Geberth, retired New York City homicide commander; Dave Schaller, 

Amber Costello’s roommate; Lorraine Ela, Megan Waterman’s mother; and Melissa 

Cann, Maureen Brainard-Barnes’ sister.  (Andrew Strickler, a crime reporter with Long 

Island’s Newsday, who had appeared in the original 07/12/11 broadcast, did not appear in 

the 12/17/11 rebroadcast or the 06/23/12 rebroadcast.)  Onscreen graphics: Suffolk 

County Crime Stoppers is offering a cash reward of up to $25,000 for information 

leading to an arrest in the Long Island Serial Killer case. The 06/23/12 followup 

includes: an interview with John Ray, attorney for the Gilbert family. Authorities still 

believe Shannan was not a victim of foul play. Ray put the police’s theory to the test by 

traveling into the marsh at the same time of year and day on what police believe was 

Shannan’s path. Ray highlights houses nearby where Shannan most likely would have 

traveled to, the harshness of the marsh indicating Shannan would not have taken off her 

clothes, and shallow waters where her body was found making it unlikely for her to have 

drowned. Ray and his team did this to further defend his theory that Shannan was 

murdered in connection with the serial killer and believes her remains were dumped 100 

ft. off of Ocean Parkway.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Liza Finley) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

06/26/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Pvt. Needham’s War” (10:00-11:00p) - a report on the case 

of Pvt. John Needham, a decorated soldier diagnosed with traumatic brain injury (TBI) 

and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and who investigators say beat his 19-year-old 

girlfriend Jacque Villagomez to death with his bare hands in September 2008. Needham 

took responsibility for the murder, but remembered little of the crime, recognizing only 

that something inside him had  snapped.  After serving in Iraq, Needham had returned 

home, shattered physically and emotionally. He also suffered from combat injuries and 

was prescribed drugs which he downed with alcohol. He had known Villagomez, who 

had also struggled on and off with drug addiction, for only a few months when she 

moved in with him; his drinking escalated after that. After his father, Mike Needham Sr., 

told Jacque that she had to move out and she had agreed, an old girlfriend, Renee Stoner, 

came to the house, which upset Villagomez.  An argument between the two women broke 

out, resulting in Stoner’s departure and a call to 911.  When police arrived, they found 

Jacque Villagomez battered and near death, with John Needham naked, crying, and 

smeared in blood. There was no evidence that anything other than Needham’s fists were 

used to beat Villagomez and he was never able to provide a clear explanation for the 

killing.  Released on bail, his father sought to get his son the care he believed he needed 

and insisted that the crime was not murder. The father argued that if not for Needham’s 

war injuries, Villagomez would be alive today. To make his case, Mike Needham Sr. 

allowed investigative reporter Michael de Yoanna and a team of filmmakers to document 

the unraveling of his son’s life. Before his trial, John visited his mother in Tucson, AZ in 

2010 for additional back surgery. His brother, Mike Needham Jr., came to visit from 

California.  Shortly after his arrival, Mike found his brother unresponsive -- he was dead 

at the age twenty-six. His death was determined to be from an overdose of painkillers, but 

the question remains as to whether it was an accident or suicide. The prosecutors in the 

Villagomez case says that John Needham may have been a good soldier, but that he 

needed to be held accountable for what he did.  On screen text graphic: 48 Hours 

Mystery reached out repeatedly to the Army for a response to John Needham’s story. The 

Army declined to comment. On screen text graphic for the 06/26/12 rebroadcast: On 

the anniversary of Jacque’s death, the Savino sisters tossed flowers in the ocean in her 

memory. We reached out repeatedly to the army for an official response to John’s story. 

The army declined to comment. Interviewed are: Villagomez’s close friends Sarah and 

Spencer Savino; Mike Needham, Sr. (father) and Mike Needham, Jr. (brother); Joe Gaul, 

Orange County homicide detective; Michael de Yoanna, investigative journalist and CBS 

News consultant; Dr. Richard Friedman, Professor of Psychiatry, Weill Cornell Medical 

College; Michael Becker, public defender; Steve McGreevy, Orange County prosecutor.  

(C: Troy Roberts - P: Chris Young Ritzen, Daniel Junge) (OAD: 11/12/11) 

 

 



 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

06/30/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Showdown in the Bedroom” - a followup to “Shootout at 

the Hills” (OAD: 11/27/10), a report on the November 14, 2006 shooting of Danny Hill, 

by his wife, Charlene. Charlene claimed that their seemingly happy life together was a 

facade and that she shot him in self-defense. Charlene’s years of suffering physical abuse 

from Danny was well documented by police reports and hospital visits. Their children 

even admitted that their father, Danny, was abusive, but that he had mellowed after he 

and their mother had survived a near-fatal motorcycle accident in August 2003 and that 

their mother had often instigated the arguments, leaving Danny with no choice but to 

react the way he did. At the trial, prosecutors questioned Charlene’s claim of self-defense 

and claimed that the multi-million dollar estate was the motive. The jury deliberated for 

two days, before the judge declared a mistrial. Prosecutors decided to try her for a second 

time. In January 2011, the second trial began. Prosecutors decided the focus would be on 

science and not sentiment. They presented a case based on forensics and had crime scene 

investigators and medical examiners testify. Charlene Hill again testified about why she 

believed her life was in jeopardy. The jurors even took a field trip to Charlene and 

Danny’s bedroom. When deliberations began, it seemed to be another mistrial. The judge 

encouraged attorneys to broker a plea deal. They came to an agreement: no prison time 

but Charlene must admit that she murdered her husband. Charlene initially resisted, but 

agreed to the deal. When she was about to sign the agreement, the jury announced they 

had reached a verdict. Without reading the verdict, the judge made a decision -- he let 

both sides seal the deal. After the plea, it was found out that the verdict was guilty, and 

Charlene would have been sentenced to jail. The jurors were satisfied -- they believed 

that Charlene was guilty, but had suffered enough. Today, Charlene is trying to build a 

new life; however,  her son Jeremy wants nothing to do with her, but her daughter Jamie 

has decided to forgive her after a bitter estrangement. On screen text graphic: Charlene 

Hill is on probation for 10 years. She’s required to speak before battered women’s 

groups, but she’s forbidden from ever saying that she shot Danny in self-defense.  

Interviewed: Charlene Hill; her children, Jamie and Jeremy Hill; friends of Charlene’s, 

Jennifer Hinch and  Susan Watts; Charlene’s defense attorneys, George Parnham and Dee 

McWilliams; Silvia Less-Sie, juror in the  original trial who thought Charlene was 

innocent; original trial Bailiff Mary Charles; Judge James Shoemake; Jose Trevino, Fort 

Bend, Texas Sheriff’s Deputy; second trial prosecutors Jill Stotts and Chad Bridges; 

investigators Lester Phipps and Jeremy Goodrich; Dr. Sara Doyle, Medical Examiner; Dr. 

Stephen Pustilnik, Galveston County (TX) Medical Examiner.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - 

P: Clare Friedland, Jenna Jackson) (OAD: 01/21/12) 

 

 



 

CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIAL 
 

06/17/12 “HIV & AIDS: Awareness & Compassion” - a report on the growing movement -- 

since the AIDS pandemic first entered the consciousness of the American people more 

than thirty years ago -- from within the interfaith community on behalf of those living 

with HIV and AIDS, to assist them in living productive and healthy lives.  In spite of 

overwhelming scientific advances in prevention and ways in which to help those 

afflicted, there is still a stigma borne by those with the disease.  Included in the report 

are: (1) The “Lighten the Burden” AIDS Conference in Tampa, Florida, is sponsored by 

the United Methodist Church and aims to teach how the stigma of AIDS kills as 

effectively as the disease itself. (2) START (Syringe, Training, Advocacy, Resources and 

Treatment) is a harm reduction, prevention and awareness initiative sponsored by the 

Westminster Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C. (3) Food & Friends began in the 

basement of the Westminster Church and has expanded to a new location. The program 

more than 1.2 million free meals to those living with life-challenging illnesses in the 

Washington, D.C. area. (4) The National Association of People with AIDS (NAPWA) is 

the oldest AIDS organization in the United States and coordinates National HIV Testing 

Day, which takes place this year on June 27th. (5) Jewish Community Services (JCS), a 

Baltimore, Maryland-based non-profit, offers age-appropriate education and outreach to 

raise awareness about risky behaviors associated with substance use, abuse and addiction 

and the spread of HIV/AIDS. Includes comments from: Jon Fuller, S.J., M.D., Boston 

Medical Center; Reverend Donald E. Messer, Executive Director, Center for the Church 

& Global AIDS; Pauline Muchina, Ph.D., Senior partnership Advisor, UNAIDS; Bishop 

Ivan Abrahams, General Secretary of the World Methodist Council; Brian Hamilton, Co-

Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Church; George Kerr, Executive Director, START at 

Westminster; Ron Daniels, Program Director, START; Craig Shniderman, Executive 

Director, Food & Friends; Louise Massenburg, Pastor, New Covenant Church; Rodney 

McCoy, Program Manager, Bayard Rustin Project, NAPWA; Robin Sweeney, Health 

Educator for Prevention Education, JCS; Margaret, member, Westminster Presbyterian 

Church; Andrew, meal recipient; and Greg, volunteer speaker, JCS.  (Narrator: Rolland 

Smith.  Producer & Writer: Elizabeth Kineke.  Associate Producer: Kathleen Fieffe.  

Director & Executive Producer: John P. Blessington.  Produced in consultation with: 

National Council of Churches; The Islamic Society of North America; New York Board 

of Rabbis; A Consortium of Roman Catholic Organizations.) 
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